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WHY DO PEOPLE CELEBRATE
'GHOSTS SEASON'
ON BEHALF OF

THE GHOSTS?

Throughout thousands of years, most people are born
deluded and superstitious.

The ghosts belong to the beings in One of the THREE
EVIL PATHS. Their suffering is indeed acute. There is no special
celebration in the Ghost Realm.

On the contrary, every 7th Lunar Month, the worldly
people will arrange special programmes and celecrate ‘Ghosts
Season' on behalf of the ghosts!

In fact, the15th of the 7th Lunar month is meant for all
filial children to practise filial piety towards their present parents,
parents of the past and future. So, we should not celectrate 'Ghosts
Season'. Instead we should celebrate "The Season of Filial Piety"!
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In India, the rainy season lasts for
three months yearly. It begins on the 15th of
the 4th Lunar Month and ends on the 15th
of the 7th Lunar Month. So it is very
inconvenient for the Sangha to beg for food
during that season. It was then decided that

all monks must cultivate diligently during
these three months while staying indoors.
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A.fter cultivating for three months,
many of the sagely assembly attain the Way.
The Buddhas in the ten directions rejoice
over their attainment. And also on that day,
the sagely assembly come together to dis-
cuss their individual progress. All merits
and demerits are to be announced to the
multitude. So it is also known as the
" Sangha Pravarana Day. "
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At the same time, The Venerable
Maugalyayana's mother was experiencing
suffering in the Hungry Ghost Realm as she
had committed heavy karmic offences of
being stingy and greedy. She could not be
saved by depending on the spiritual strength
of her son alone neither could she be saved
with the strength of all earth and heavenly
spirits. She could only be saved with the
combined strength of the sagely Sanghans
in the ten directions who had attained the
Way.
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So The Buddha instructed The Ven-
erable Maugalyayana to widely make
Ullambana offering to the Sagely Sanghans
on the 15th of the 7th Lunar Month or " The
Buddha's Happy Day " By doing so, the
present and former parents would receive the
blessings and put to extinction all offences.
It is also known as " The Day Of Filiality To
Parents "
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For many thousands of years, the
worldly people have mistaken " The Day Of
Filiality " as the " Ghost Season ". They talk
confusedly about the opening and closing of
the ghostly door. From here we can see how
deep the superstitious practice of the
Chinese can be !
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At that time, if The Buddha were to
teach The Venerable Maugalyayana to
make the ' Ullambana Offering ' on the 15th
of the 6th Lunar Month (or any other days)
in order to save his mother then the present
people would have treated the 6th Lunar Month
as the ' Ghost Season ', wouldn't they ? The ghosts
are always there. Who says that they only ap-
pear on the 7th Lunar Month, the " Ghost Sea-
son " ?
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@ THE HONOURED ONE MAUGALYAYANA @

The Honoured One Maugalyayana,
who is foremost in spiritual penetration, is
ONE of the Ten Great Disciples of

SAKYAMUNI BUDDHA.
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At one time, The Buddha was giving
Dharma talks at the Jeta Grove in the Gar-
den of Anathapindika in Shravasti. The Ven-
erable Maugalyayana was one of the ten
Great Disciples who had just attained the six
spiritual penetrations. He remembered his
parents who had passed away for some time
and wanted to see their whereabouts.
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In order to repay the kind virtues of
his mother who had given birth to him and
brought him up, he used the Heavenly Eyes
which he had cultivated to pervasively
contemplate The Saha World Realm and
found that his kind mother was suffering in
the Hungry Ghost Realm. She was so thin
that her skin hung loosely on her bones. It
was really pitiful !
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Atter seeing that, The Venerable
Maugalyayana was very sorrowful. He filled
his alms bowl with food and went to relieve
her suffering. When his mother saw the food,
she covered it with her left hand as she was
afraid other ghosts might come to snatch
away the food.
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Habitua.lly she used her right hand
to take the food and put it into her mouth.
But before she had the chance to eat the food,
it had already transformed into burning
charcoal. Then flames burst out from her
mouth and she was burnt to death !
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When The Venerable Maugalyayana
witnessed this, he cried sorrowfully. He who
had certified to fruition position through
cultivation was still incapable of saving his
mother from the hellish suffering in the
Hungry Ghost Realm. Under such circum-
stances, he as a son was indeed helpless and
sad. So he went to seek The Buddha's help.
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The Venerable told The Buddha
about his mother's suffering and asked for
advice. After listening, The Buddha said, "
The former karmic offences of your mother
were too heavy. It is impossible to save her
with your strength alone ".
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"Y ou are a filial son, and your cry may
vibrate the Heaven and Earth,your filial pi-
ety may move the Heavenly Spirits, Earth
Spirits, the Practicers of Deviant Paths ......"
M All the Way Cultivators and the Four
Heavenly Kings, but they are still unable to
save your mother!"
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The Venerable was indeed sad and his
tears rolled down unceasingly. The Buddhasaid,
" Now I will tell you the only way to save your
mother from suffering ". " You should prepare
the best offering of daily necessities and offer
them to the Great Virtuous Sangha assembly in
the ten directions on the 15th day of the 7th Lu-
nar Month, that is ' The Buddha's Happy Day '
at the end of the Rains Retreat ".
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At that time, all the sagely assem-
blies, The Sound Hearers, The Conditioned
Awakened Ones, The Tenth Ground
Bodhisattvas and others, wherever they may
be cultivating or dwelling, will transform
into Bhikshus to receive your offering ".

" The merits and virtues of this offering are
very great. Not only the parents and relatives
of many past lives will be liberated
immediately from the three evil paths.....". ,
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"Hlven our present parents who are
still alive will be healthy and gain
longevity. Our parents in the past seven lives
will be at ease and be born from transfor-

mation in the Heaven and enter the light of
heavenly flowers quickly.
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So The Venerable Maugalyayana
acted in accodance with The Buddha's In-
structions. The Buddha also asked the mul-
titude of Sanghans from the ten directions
to recite the Mantras and seek blessings on
behalf of the donors........... . Wishing that
their parents of seven lifetimes would con-
template cultivation and bring forth the
mind to practise meditation, before accept-
ing the offering of food.
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The offering must be arranged before
The Buddha, in the temple or pagoda. Only
after the Sanghans have recited the mantras
and transferred the merits can the food be
eaten.

At that time, the multitude of
sagely Bhikshus and great Bodhisattvas
were filled with joy. The Venerable
Maugalyayana's mother also left the
suffering of Hungry Ghost in this kalpa. So
all his sorrows and worries were gone too.
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The Venerable Maugalyayana again
said to The Buddha, " My mother had left
behind the suffering of a Hungry Ghost all
because of the merits and virtues of The
Triple Jewel and the great awesome spiri-
tual strength of the Sangha assembly ....... "
In future, if there are The Buddha's dis-
ciples who wish to cross over their present
parents, parents of seven former existence,
can they use the same method of making
offering to the Sangha assembly in the
Ullambana Dharma ceremony ? "
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«Itis good of you to ask such a ques-
tion! In fact, I have in mind to tell you all
about such a good practice !" The Buddha
said, " Good men! If there are Bhikshus,
Bhikshunis, Kings and Commoners who
wish to fulfil filial piety, they should make
offering to the Sangha on the 15th Day of
the 7th Lunar Month (The Buddha's Happy
Day) at the end of the Rains Retreat ..... "
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" They must prepare all kinds of tasty
food and delicacies and put them in the
Ullambana Bowl to make offering to the
multitude of Sangha who are cultivating in
the ten directions, and transfer the merits
to the present parents so that they will gain
longevity, be free from worries, illnesses and
disaster.
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e And their former parents in the
seven lifetimes will be relieved from the
suffering in the Hungry Ghost Realm, be
born among the humans and heavenly
beings to enjoy pervasive blessings and
bliss. All Buddha's disciples who wish to
practise filiality should always keep this in
mind ".
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» All filial chidren must repay the
parental kindness and compassion and the
sufferings they have gone through by
making offerings to the multitude of Sangha
in the Ullambana Ceremony on the 15th of
the 7th Lunar Month. This is the best
practice for all filial chidren ". At that time,
The Venerable Maugalyayana Bhikshu and
the four-fold disciples rejoiced over The

Buddha's teaching. They upheld and
practised it sincerely.
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