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AMITABHA BUDDHA
IS THE GREAT NAME

Amitabha Buddha cultivated the Forty-eight
Great vows for many lives in many Kkalpas.
Presently He is known as The King of Great
Vows, The Buddha King, the Dharma King and
The King of Merits and Virtues!

Sakyamu.ni Buddha had spoken The Dharma
for forty-nine years. When He taught us the Pure
Land Dharma, He told us to recite Amitabha
Buddha's Name, the Great Name that is Ultimate.
The Name is the Unsurpassed Dharma, the
marrow of Buddhism.

040

afisli=li=i sl sl i i e i s i s i s A |

e eTaetals i acl ciants staelsadnstaels sfuataaly=tu=ta=ta=ta =y ={aeis =iz =ty =ls i) ols

(i=08 =43 =t =Ra =Sy =da =tnekyrly=tu=ds=Raets=ta=tu=ts=dn=tn=ha=ha=ta=dnsin=an=tacka-dn s =tnchicdnchi = n=Raclac




@ /{: %4155 @ THE TEMPLE'S Etiquette @

The Buddha's Name is the Great Seal which
liberates living beings from the Samsara of Birth
and Death. The Buddha’'s Name is replete with
Perfect Blessings and Virtues, the deep and
wonderful wisdom, the Sea-like Buddha Dharma.
It is the ultimate, unsurpassed, wonderful Great
Dharma!

By sincerely reciting Amitabha Buddha's
Name once, it helps us to eradicate heavy
offences in eighty billions kalpas of birth and
death. Among the eighty-four thousand Dharma
Doors, Amitabha Buddha is the foremost!

The Buddha’s Name encompasses the fruits
of all merits and virtues, the central teaching of
the Tripitaka and the twelve cannons of Sutras,
the six Paramitas and the millions of myriad
practices, the seventeen hundred discussion of
the Chan-School, and all the precepts. Indeed the
Buddha’s Name gathers in the eighty-four
thousand Ganges Sands Dharma Doors of
Practice.

The Buddha Recitation Dharms is the
Dharma Door of Dharanis in Buddhism. This
pervasive Dharma Door is practised by Great
Bodhisattvas such as Manjushri Bodhisattva and
the Universal Worthy Bodhisattva. It also gathers
in the living beings of inferior roots who have
committed the Five Rebellious Acts and the Ten
evil deeds, the beings of the Hells. Even people
who can recite the Name once or ten times on
their deathbed will attain a rebirth in the Pure
Land. So, it is the most convenient Dharma
among the expediency, the Ultimate practice
amidst the ultimate Dharmas. If millions of
people practise this Dharma Door, all of them will
be certain of a rebirth!
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o580
P e e s T el a T a An s acls s e sl s l e e netR =l =ln=n =La ok s =l s = = =

R asnaiasls=taety siusta st aetuehu=ta =ty chueintn-An=ta=dnehn=da ety =fn=ty=gy=ds=tyeds =ty =ty =Ry=ta=
Red =t R =R e =4y =ds =0y =ia=hy=ds=ia=du=in=ta=a=ty Ay =ta=ts =gy




|

THE TEMPLE'S ETIQUETTE

Talking about etiquette, there is a
cantonese saying which stated:
"On entering a temple, pay respect to the
spirits. On entering a house, call out to the
owner." Every man must cultivate good
manners and politeness while interacting
with others.

But nowadays, the Buddhist or the
visitors know very little about the
etiquette and rules of the monasteries.

ostly, the Abbot and the Dharma

Masters are very busy. They have
to cultivate the path, recite the Sutras
and attend to other Dharma matters. So, it
would be impossible for them to explain
the etiquette and rules of the monasteries
to very layman or visitor.

ut it is very important for every
Buddhist or visitor to have a basic
understanding of the monasteries rules
and etiquette.
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It we were to meet with the Abbot or the
Dharma Master in the monastery, we must put
our palms together and say: “Dharma Master,
Amitabha Buddha!”. Before leaving we must
also say: “Amitabha Buddha” instead of “Good
bye!”. Do pay special attention to this!
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A monastery is a Sagely Way Place in
Buddhism. It is not advisable for us to smoke
there. Neither should we walk about in slippers,
leathered shoes or clog. Nor should we eat the
food while walking and throw the remains
everywhere. These actions are against the pure
rules of the monastery!
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The Buddhas and the Bodhisattvas
should be of utmost importance in the life of
all Buddhists. So, on entering a Buddha Hall, it
is very important for the Buddhists or the
visitors to pay respect by greeting, making
obeisance and bowing to the Buddhas and
Bodhisattvas.
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A lay disciple is not supposed to stand
in the middle of the hall while making
obeisance to The Buddhas. It is indeed very
rude if they were to treat the images of the
Buddhas and Bodhisattvas as art pieces and
scrutinize them from all angles!
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A Buddha Hall is a Sagely Way Place
where people must restrain themselves from
speaking unnecessarily or making noise. But
there are those unruly people who insist on
talking loudly, walking about and the worst of
all are those simply lie about as they likel
These actions are going against the monas-

teries rules!
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The Buddha Hall is a pure dwelling
which is guarded and upheld by the Gods,
Dragons and the Eight-fold division. People
who spit every where are encoraging the
spreading of diseases with their unhygienic
practices. They are harming the gem of
Sanghans and the offenders will fall into hells
to undergo the retributions of acute sufferings!
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Some children treat the Buddha Hall as
their play-ground and enjoy running about
there. They would touch whatever things that
could be reached. As such, parents are to be
blamed for not teaching them the proper con-
duct!
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Parents who know the benefits in
practicing the Buddha Dharma should teach
their children and youngsters to believe in
Buddhism. If possible they should bring them
to participate in the Dharma Assembly or listen
to Dharma talk. With the guidance of the Bud-
dha Dharma, parents should be most relieved
to have filial children who would become good

citizens in the society!
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It is going against the rules of a
monastery if the layman were to place their
umbrellas, clothings, hats, handbags, purses
and others on the Buddha’s offering table. They
must place them at a fix place or on the floor!
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It we wish to make obeisance to the
Dharma Master, we must do so by facing the
direction of The Buddhas and Bodhisattvas. We
must not bow directly to his body. This is not in
accord with the etiquette!
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The adorned Buddha Hall is an adorned

Way Place which must be venerated. The lay

disciples must wear properly. It is not advisa-

ble to wear mini-skirts, shorts, blouses with

very low-cuts or bare-back as such practices are
the causes of grave offences!
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We must know that making obeisance
is the utmost politeness we can show to the
Buddhas. So we should wash our hands and
make ourselves clean before bowing to the
Buddhas. We must not be careless. If one could
sincerely make obeisance to the Buddha for
once, offences which are as much as the
ganges sands would be eradicated.
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It is not advisable to partake meaty food
before reciting the Sutras and making obei-
sance to The Buddha. It is especially rude for
those who chew the chewing gum while pray-
ing to The Buddhas!

®33 @

E=li=ti s =tn =i =fa=ta=da=ts=dadr=dnsin=tn=ta=sa=tu=tn=ha=ta A n i ntn s n d A A a el s el s kel i

Reineinatuly=ts=fs=la=tn=tn=la=ty=u=du=tu=lueiyods=ta sfu =iy =ty =tn ulaeiy =ty =ty =ts=




® {3 4155 @ THE TEMPLE' Etiquetie @

N /

N

&

W\\\\\\\\\\\ \,\\\\\\ i I !]“!W W/

Yz




A

FRHEE, RFREXNETRHE, —
RIBOEIRE. XEMILG, 5428
th AR AT AR 2

FEP&FEFE%FEFEFEHﬂHﬂHﬂPdeP&FEFEFEHﬂHﬂFEFEHﬂHﬂFEI

How could one reveal the adorned
appearance of great respect while making
obeisance to the Buddha if he does not even
care to stand straight but join his palms
carelessly while looking about the surrounding
with his mind all scattered!
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Flor those who are new to the Temple
and who do not know the correct way in
making obeisance to The Buddha, they should
consult the Dharma Masters or those who
stand beside them. It is not advisable to bow
half-heartedly in a muddled manner!
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Do not walk before the people who are
makig obeisance to The Buddha as such con-

duct would distract their concentration. Be-
sides, this is considered as no manners!
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We must wash our hands before hold-
ing the Sutra. We must hold it respectfully with
both hands, just as though The Buddha is
standing before us. The best way for recitation
is to kneel down. But we may either stand or sit
down when situations arise!
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The Buddha Sutras are the Dharma
Gem and they are protected and upheld by the
Gods, Dragons and the Dharma protectors. We
should not put them on the floor, dangling half
way on the table or with the front covers facing
downwards. We are violating the rules and
committing the offences for being disrespectful!
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Ata monastery, we should never walk in
front of the Sutra Recitation Assembly, and
take photographs just as though nothing is
going on. By doing so, we are destroying the
harmonious atmosphere of the adorned temple
and committing the offence for disturbing

others!
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In this modern society, we can see
handphone and call'machines, radio and CD
players...etc every where. For the sake of con-
venience, many people bring them to the tem-
ple. They listen to the Sutra half heartedly
while handling their business on the phone.
This is also a form of offence.
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The altar of The Buddha is for placing
the Buddhas’ images, incense pots, oil lamps,
vases and other offerings. We should not put
our things on the table. Or else we would be
committing of being disrespectful towards the

Triple Gems!
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In the monastery, we are not allowed to
take things without asking for permission. Nei-
ther can we take the food from the kitchen or
the fruits at the altar and eat them. By doing so,
we are committing the offence of stealing. We
are stealing the offerings of the Permanent
Dwelling which come from the ten directions!

es1 e
A=ty ofy =ty ol =fn ~inels slnulsu=ininsinciucdnstneiacinminclssinelnetn el et aat s A as

H:‘Pd?dFEPdH:'FEH:’FHH:‘PdH&FEFEPHHfHﬂPdFEPdHﬂPdeP&FEFEHﬂHﬁPdHﬁHﬁHﬂP&PdFEFEW

HEE A A




EEEEE

tEdEdEEEE AR A A A A

® {314 @ THE TEMPLE'S Etiquette @

ON A
p7 '\ S ¥\
S \ R ‘\\ }\*“.-‘I‘IB“"

wrdl :

A /.' i
Vo L,
/1‘1 AN
[} (U

. ]
L2 VA

v

/4
4 f O®
es2e@ i IS ¢//i

i

[aei el afaly ofy ofy ady dy ety fs ofs i ofs =y =ty =tn =ty =fa =ty =ty =l fs of g =l =y =ly =

(E=da =ty =y oty ofy s fu ==ty oy ~du ety =y dn=lnn=da A= s nedn A n=dn A neln A s A a s A neda S e da A nda s




Netiaststid ekt a s sty asl vt aednels=ln s =hu=iahu=tsohu=tasty =gy =tn=gn=dn=tadu=dy=u=in=gn=tueds=

FBgErE=amesmnsE o
ERGSHEIE, REME, K08
MERHABE. Eind. FEENE
x!

We should not be greedy and use the
amenities of the monastery for our conve-
nience or comfort. If we wished to use the tele-
phone, we must pay accordingly, or put the
money in the Blessing Box. Or else a small
cause of misuse might bring upon us a great
retribution. We must always be careful not to
commit offences from minor negligence!
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While eating at a monastery, we must
queue up instead of rushing for food. We must
abide by the pure rules without going against
them!
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In order to create good affinity with
others, vegetarian banquets are arranged
during the celebrations of Wesak Day or other
Dharma Assemblies. After eating, we must
donate some money because the food is
donated by the multitude from the ten direc-
tions. We are not supposed to eat it free!
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When speaking to the Dharma Master
who is sitting down, we must stand respectfully
beside him. We are not supposed to sit down
without being asked to do so. While standing,
do stand straight without leaning against the
wall or standing improperly. This is being very
disrespectful!
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While speaking to the Dharma Master,
we must speak clearly and gently. We must
always be respectful and converse in a happy
manner. Never should we interrupt the speech

of the Dharma Master!
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When the Dharma Master is giving a
Dharma talk or Instructions, we must not chat
with those sitting beside us or take a nap. This
is being disrespectful!
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We must not use the things which be-
long to the Dharma Master, such as his chairs,
bed, things, clothing and others. If we are
unsure of the things, we must enquire first
before using. This is simply politeness!
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We must use both hands to make
offerings to the Dharma Masters. Do not offer
to them the food which have been tasted or
eaten by us. This is an offence of giving un-
clean food!
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Betore entering the room of the Dharma
Master, we must knock at the door for three
times. If there is no answer, we must know that
the Master is either doing his work or resting.
We should then leave immediately. Never
should we force our way into his room!
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We must not make obeisance to the
Dharma Master if he is brushing his teeth,
washing the face, eating, resting, sleeping, writ-
ing or making a call. When we meet him on the
road, we need not make obeisance to him.
Instead we can just say: “Amitabha” to him.

®e71 @

Pttt e i e

Aeti=ta=ta=dn=ta=tu=da=tu=tn=ta=4ada=ts=0s=ga =y =ga=tya=ta=gn=hu=ty = u =) ~And R A n Ay =R A RN A AR =E A1




® #5414 @ THE TEMPLE'S Etiquette @

TN TSRa™

—\7

NS X ﬁ
| o

EEE%%EE%EE%EE%%EE%E%%E%%EE%%EEEEEEM

e A A B A A e A e B e B R e R

Rt s etualn sfu eln =l =t u =a ={a =y =fa =l neds oy =tn =fa =tz =tn =la ey =ty =fn =ls oty oy uln 3 =fn n




2RI S, R W
FES, URRIEITILERE, &
B RS . (RIFREER
IBER) . FTARTHEFEY, X2
LAY !

It the Dharma Master gives us the
Dharma Souvenirs to create affinity, we must
receive them with both hands to show our
respect. We can answer: “Amitabha Buddha!”
(or donate money into the charity box). Never
should we receive with only one hand. This is

very rude!
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When we stay in a monastery, we must
abide by the rules. For example: we must
switch off the light at a fixed time. We must not
switch on the light as we like to read or gossip
with others. This is a wasteful practice. Besides,
this is not in accord with the etiquette!
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Atter staying in a monastery for a few
days, we must not bring anything home from
the monastery. Not even a needle or thread. Or
else we are considered violating the precept of
not stealing. So, be especially careful about our
behavior!
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While carrying the image of The
Buddha with both our hands, we are not
supposed to bow to others or wish them.
Besides we must hold the image slightly above
the waist. Do remember this!
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The Monastery is a pure Way Place. The
old cultivators and the new comers should
dwell in harmony. Those who know must teach
the new ones. Never should they look down on
people for it only reflects on their lack of
cultivation. And it may lead to unnecessary dis-

putes.
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The merits and virtues in reciting the

Sutra is immeasurable. So, we should try to re-
cite together in harmony. The recitation of the
Sutra is for oneself to hear clearly, but not to
impress others on how good one’s voice is. It is
very rude if we were to scream at the top of our
voice to disturb others.
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At times we can hear some disputes in
the monastery. A wise man should refrain from
taking part in it. If unfortunately there were
people who came and told you about the rights
and wrongs of others, you should just listen
and try to advise them. Never should you try to
encourage them with additional issues which
would result in more offences!
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B L,
ed from this work,

May the merit and virtue aceru

EEHEL,

Adorn the Buddhas' Pure Lands,

LIRMER,
Repaying four kinds of kindness ahove,
TH=ZEHo

And aiding those suffering in the paths below.
4 .

E=ERLEE,

May those who see and hear of this,

S 483 LY
:;& ﬁ ’;é:': %E 1Yy
Al bring forth the resolve for Bodhi,

BRit—#=

And when this retribution body is over,

EEX R

Be born together in the Land of Ultimate Bliss.
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