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THE PURE LAND
OF ULTIMATE BLISS

Regarding the Buddha Recitation Dharma door,
Shakyamuni Buddha declared:

“AMITABHA BUDDDHA is
The KING OF THE DHARMA !”

When I recite AMITABHA BUDDHA’s Name until death,
AMITABHA BUDDHA will lead me
to the Pure Land Of Ultimate Bliss!

A EEEEEEEEEE AR A A

(53 ={a =5 =y =03 =y =y = =y =y =y g =y g =y =y g =y =y




e THE AMITABHA SUTRA o {5 3R 2 e

B

e
s x ,
EHEEEEEEEEEEEE&Hﬁﬂﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁmﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ

(5 =a =08 =13 =y =3 =y =y = =y =y =y =y =y =y =y g =y =y g = gy g oy




—EHSAEO,
PIsRPefERES .
HE iz 45

" PafsRPe k) !

\ —_—y P O
RiBERKE A

" FFChERpE i ¢

BH—&A 7E BA. FAH. A
B2 IhiE -
EAFERBZHIHA-
MAY I ALWAYS CALL UPON
THE NAME OF AMITABHA BUDDHA,
AND MAY AMITABHA BUDDHA ALWAYS BE WITH ME

Dear Cultivators Of The Way,

AMITABHA BUDDHA,
Bring Forth The Mind Of Kindness,
Be Sincerely Mindful Of The Buddha,
NAMO AMITABHA BUDDHA,

Say The Name Amitabha Buddha For Once,
Until Hundreds, Thousands and Millions Of Times ......
May The Merits And Virtues Accrued
From The Mindfulness Of Amitabha Buddha,

Be The Opening Verse For The Reading Of This Book
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AMITABHA BUDDHA

Of the 48 GREAT VOWS
of AMITABHA BUDDHA,
the 18™ GREAT VOW says:

“When I become a Buddha, the
living beings in the ten directions, on
hearing my name, will sincerely and
happily have faiths in it, and desire to be
born in my Land.

Even if they have only ten thoughts
of mf' name but are not reborn in my land,

I \;{1} not attain the Proper Enlightenment
Life”.

Since AMITABHA BUDDHA attained Buddhahood

until now, ten great kalpas have passed. (1 great kalpa
equals 1,343,840,000 years.)

Therefore, in this Dharma ending age, using our
own power and the help of AMITABHA BUDDHA’s vow-
power, if we sincerely recite “NA-MO-E-MI-TWO-FWO”
until the time we die, we will surely be reborn in the
Western Pure Land of Ultimate Bliss.

® 6 O

(53 =03 =y =y ={3 =y =y =y =y =y =y =y = g =y g =y = g = g =y = g oy

[Ron ey =y =y ufy =y =y ey =y =y ey =y my g =y my iy mf y my m y mf y iy iy iy iy i g

AR A A




(aefn =gy fy =iy =gy ufy =fy=fy oy =iy oy ufy ufy =gy =y =iy =gy uy =y =fy oy =fy =fy oy =iy oy o y =iy =y oy ufy =y ufy =y =

“ Pl SR B 455

Pl anpe e & mm+ )\ A kB2 &40
A REZ:

‘IR ERE, +HA
4, EMER KERE, T

L8 o

I R B = S B+ 4 Kk H
(—IPK#F;= 1,343,840,000 F) Ak, 7E
FERR, BRI B BT
SRECHEE KBS I, Wb B 5t S —
jg:i“ﬁaerxafanm” Y S L bt b

A EEEEEEEEEE AR A A

(53 ={a =5 =y =03 =y =y = =y =y =y g =y g =y =y g =y =y




7 ‘
AMITABHAR BUDDHA

IS R GREAT NAME !

Most people misunderstand that the recitation of AMITABHA BUDDHA is only
meant to help the dead to seek rebirth in the world of Ultimate Bliss. Seldom do they
know that the name AMITABHA BUDDHA or THE THUS COME ONE of INNUMERABLE
LIFESPAN embodies immeasurable merits and virtues. It is indeed a Great Name'!

The recitation of AMITABHA BUDDHA reveals the arising of conditions in the
Dharma Realm, the proper cause for the Pure Karma, the Bodhi seed, the good medi-
cine for the liberation from birth and death, the swiftest way to transcend the Triple
Realm and the Buddha's teaching on the Dharani Dharma Door !

To recite AMITABHA sincerely for once, can eradicate eighty hundred million
kalpas of heavy offences of birth and death. Among the eighty-four thousand Dharma
Doors, the recitation of AMITABHA is the foremost !

The Name of AMITABHA BUDDHA embodies thousands of millions of Indescrib-
able merits and virtues. It is the same as reciting all the BUDDHAS in the ten direction
whinin the three periods of time. S0 those who cultivate the Pure Land Dharma Door
are only mindful of AMITABHA BUDDHA wholeheartedly as their main practice !

To recite AMITABHA sincerely for once, is the same as cultivating the immea-
surable and indescribable Dharma Doors 3s many as the sand in eighty-four thousand
Ganges River.

The word AMITABHA BUDDHA is the embodiment of a single-mindedness. The
mind contains the various virtues such as permanence, bliss, true-self and purity, the
Innate Enlightenment, the awakening to the Innate Mind Ground, the Genuine and
unmoving Buddha Nature, the Bodhi Mind and Nirvana and many others. All these
Merits and Virtue are gathered in and fully accomplished just by reciting the Name of
AMITABHA BUDDHA'!

So those who Cultivate the Buddha Recitation Dharma Door are only mindful of
AMITABHA BUDDHA because it is the most convenient, the swiftest, the most effec-
tive way to accomplish the ultimate adornment of Buddha Nature. If tens of thou-
sands of people were to cultivate this Dharma Door, they would all arrive at the Pure
Land. NOT A SINGLE ONE WILL BE LEFT OUT !
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The aAMITABHA SUTRA, the SUTRA OF VISUALIZING
IMMEASURABLE LIFESPAN, the SUTRA OF IMMEASUR-
ABLE LIFESPAN and the Rebirth Sastra are the most impor-
tant literature within the Pure Land School of Mahayana
Buddhism. They are called the Pure Land School’s “Three
Sutras and One Sastra;” and teach the faith in the adorned
state of the Pure Land of Amitabha Buddha, the Western Land
of Ultimate Bliss.

The AMITABHA SUTRA was spoken by SHAKYAMUNI
BUDDHA and is a wonderful sutra that was spoken without

being requested by anyone. This Sutra is very important in
Buddhism.

When the Buddha Dharma is about to become extinct
in the world, the first Sutra to be gone will be the
SHURANGAMA SUTRA. After the extinction of the SHU-
RANGAMA SUTRA, all the other Sutras will become extinct
successively. In the end, only the AMITABHA SUTRA will
remain in the world for one hundred years and it will cross
over countless members of living beings.

Atfter that, the AMITABHA SUTRA will be gone too, and
what is left will be the six syllable Buddha’s Name, “NA-MO-E-
MI-TWO-FWO,” which will exist for another one hundred years
in the world. This six syllable Buddha’s Name will also cross
over innumerable living beings.

Subsequently, out of the six syllables, the two syllables
“NA-MO” will be gone, leaving behind only “E-MI-TWO-FWO.”
After another one hundred years, the Buddha Dharma will be
extinct.

Thus, this Sutra, the “AMITABHA SUTRA” will be the

last Sutra to become extinct. Therefore, it is a very important
sutra.
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@ THE SMALLER SUKHAVATI-VYUHA @

ADORATION
TO THE OMNISCIENT

Thus it was heard by me: At one time the
Blessed ( Bhagavat, i.e. Buddha)dwelt at Sravasti,
in the Jeta-grove, in the garden of Anathapindaka,
together with a large company of Bhiksus (mendi-
cant friars), viz. with twelve hundred and fifty
Bhiksus, all of them acquainted with the five
kinds of knowledge, elders, great disciples, and
Arhats, such as Sariputra, the elder, Maha-
maudgalyayana, Mahakasyapa, Mahakasyapa,
Mahakatyayana,Mahakausthilas, Revata,Suddhi-
panthaka, Nanda, Ananda, Rahula,Gavampati,
Bharadvaja kalodayin, Vakkula, and Aniruddha.
He dwelt together with these and many other great
disciples, and together with many noble-minded
Bodhisattvas, such as Manjusri, the prince, the
Bodhisattva Ajita,the Bodhisattv Gandhahastin,
the Bodhisattva Nityodyukta, the Bodhisattva
Aniksiptadhura. He dwelt together with them and
many other noble-minded Bodhisattvas, and with
Sakra, the Indra or King of the Devas, and with
Brahman Sahampati. With these and many other
hundred thousand nayutas of sonsof the gods,
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Bhagavat dwelt at Sravasti.

The Bhagavat addressed the honoured Sa-
riputra and said, "O Sariputra, after you have
passed from here over a hundred thoudred kotis of
Buddha countries there is in the Western part a
Buddha country, a world called Sukhavati (the
happy country). And there a Tathagata, called
Amitayus, an Arhat, fully enlightened, dwells
now, and remains, and supports himself, and
teaches the Law.

"Now what do you think, Sariputra, for what
reason is that world called Sukhavati (the happy)?
In that world Sukhavati, O Sariputra, there is
neither bodily nor mental pain for living beings.
The sources of happiness are innumerable there.
For that reason is that world called Sukhavati
(the happy).

"And again,O Sariputra, that world Sukhavati
is adorned with seven terraces, with seven rows of
palm-trees, and with strings of bells. It is enclosed
on every side, beautiful, brilliant with the four
gems, viz. gold, silver, beryl, and crystal. With
such arrays of excellences peculiar to a Buddha
country is that Buddha country adomed.

"And again, O Sariputra, in that world
Sukhavati there are lotus-lakes, adorned with the
seven gems, viz, gold, silver, beryl, crystal, red
pearls diamonds, and corals as the seventh. They
are full of water which possesses the eight good
qualities, their waters rise as high as the fords
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and bathing-places, so that even crows may drink
there; they are strewn with golden sand. And in
these lotus-lakes there are all around on the four
sides four stairs, beautiful and brillant with the
four gems, viz. gold, silver, beryl, crystal. And on
every side of these lotus-lakes gem-trees are growing,
beautiful and brilliant with the seven gems, viz.
gold, silver, beryl, crystal, red pearls, diamonds, and
corals as the seventh. And in those lotus-lakes
lotus-flowers are growing, blue, blue-coloured, of blue
spelendour, blue to behold; yellow, yellow-coloured,
of yellow splendour, yellow to behold; red, red-
coloured, of red spendour, red to behold; white,
white-coloured, of white splendour, white to behold;
beautiful, beautifully-coloured, of beautiful splendour,
beautiful to behold, and in circumference as large
as the wheel of a chariot.

"And again, O Sariputra, in that Buddha
country there are heavenly musical instruments
always played on, and the earth is lovely and of
golden colour. And in that Buddha country a flower-
rain of heavenly Mandarava blossoms pours down
three times every day, and three times every
night. And the beings who are born there worship
before their morning meal and a hundred thousand
kotis of Buddhas by going to other worlds; and
having showered a hundred thousand kotis of
flowers upon each Tathagata, they return to their
own world in time for the afternoon rest. With
such arrays of excellences peculiar to a Buddha
country is that Buddha country adorned.
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"And again, O Sariputra, there are in that
Buddha country swans, curlews, and peacocks. Three

times every night, and three times every day, they
come together and perform a concert, each uttering
his own note. And from them thus uttering proceeds
a sound proclaiming the five virtues, the five
powers, and the seven steps leading towards the
highest knowledge. When the men there hear that
sound, remembrance of Buddha, remembrance of
the Law, remembrance of the Church, rises in their

mind.
"Now, do you think, O Sariputra, that there

are beings who have entered into the nature of
animals (birds, &c.)? This is not to be thought of.
The very name of hells is unknown in that Buddha
country, and likewise that of (descent into) animal
bodies and of the realm of Yama (the four
apayas). No, these tribes of birds have been made
on purpose by the Tathagata Amitayus, and they
utter the sound of the Law. With such arrays of
excellences, &c.

"And again, O Sarputra, when those rows of
palm-trees and strings of bells in that Buddha
country are moved by the wind, a sweet and
enrapturing sound proceeds from them. Yes, O
Sariputra, as from a heavenly musical instrument
consisting of a hundred thousand kotis of sounds,
when played by Aryas, a sweet and enrapturing
sound proceeds, a sweet and enrapturing sound
proceeds from those rows of palm-trees and strings
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of bells moved by the wind. And when the men
hear that sound, reflection on Buddha arises in them,
reflection the Law, reflection on the Church.
With such arrays of excellences, &c.

"Now what do you think, O Sariputra, for
what reason is that Tathagata called Amitayus?
The lenght of life (ayus), O Sariputra, of that
Tathagataand those men there is immeasurable
(amita). Therefore is that Tathagata called
Amitayus.: And ten kalpas have passed, O Sari-
putra, since that Tathagata awoke to perfect
knowledge.

"And what do you think, O Sariputra, for
what reason is that Tathagata called Amitabha?
The splendour (abha), O Sariputra, of that
Tathagata is unimpeded over all Buddha countries.
Therefore is that Tathagata called Amitabha.

"And there is, O Sariputra, an innumerable
assembly of disciples with that Tathagata, purified
and venerablc persons, whose number it is not easy
to count. With such arrays of excellences, &c.

"And agian, O Sariputra, of those beings
also who are born in the Buddha country of the
Tathagata Amitayus as purified Bodhisattuvas,
never to return again and bound by one birth only,
of the Bodhisattvas also, O Sariputra, the
number is not easy to count, except they are
reckoned as infinite in number.

"Then again all beings, O Sariputra, ought to
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make fervent prayer for that Buddha country. And
why? Because they come together there with such
excellent men. Beings are not born in that Buddha
country of the Tathagata Amitayus as a reward
and result of good works performed in this present
life. No, whatever son or daughter of a family shall
hear the name of the blessed Amitayus, the
Tathagata, and having heard it, shall keep it in
mind, and with thoughts undisturbed shall keep it
in mind for one, two, three, four, five, six or seven
nights, -when that son or daughter of a family
comes to die, then that Amitayus, the Tathagata,
surrounded by an assembly of disciples and followed
by a host of Bodhisattvas, will stand before them
at their hour of death, and they will depart this
life with tranquil minds. After their death they
will be bomm in the world Surhavati, in the Boddha
country of the same Amitayus, the Tathagata.
Therefore, then, O Sariputra, having perceived
this cause and effect, 1 with reverence say thus.
Every son and every daughter of a family ought
with their whole mind to make fervent prayer for
that Buddha country.

"And now, O Sariputra, as | here at present
glorify that world, thus in the East, O Sariputra,
other blessed Buddhas, led by the Tathagata
Arsobhya, the Tathagata Merudhvaja, the Ta-
thagata Mahameru, the Tathagata Meruprabhasa,
and the Tathagata Manjudhvaja, equal in number
to the sand of the river Ganga, comprehend their
own Buddha countries in their speech, and then
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reveal them. Accept this repetition of the Law,
called the "Favour of all Buddhas," which magnifies
their inconceivable excellances.

"Thus also in the South do other blessed
Buddhas, led by the Tathagata Kandrasuryapra-
dipa, the Tathagata Yasahprabha, the Tathagata
Maharkiskandha, the Tathagata Merupradipa, the
Tathagata Anantavirya, equal in number to the
sand on the river Ganga, comprehend their own
Buddha countries in their speech, and then reveal
them. Accept, &c.

"Thus also in the West do other blessed
Buddhas, led by the Tathagata Amitayus, the
Tathagata Amitaskandha, the Tathagata Amitad-
hvaja, the Tathagata Mahaprabha, the Tathagata
Maharatnaketu, the Tathagata Suddharasmipra-
bha, equal in number to the sand of the river
Ganga, comprehend, &c,

"Thus also in the North do other blessed
Buddhas, led by the Tathagata Maharkiskandha,
the Tathagata Vaisvanaranirghosa, the Tatha-
gata Dundubhirsvaranirghosa, the Tathagata Du-
spradharsa, the Tathagata Adityasambhava, the
Tathagata Jaleniprabha (Jvalanaprabha?), the
Tathagata Prabhakara, equal in number to the
sand, &c.

"Thus also in the Nadir do other blessed
Buddhas, led by the Tathagata Simha, the
Tathagata Yasas, the Tathagata Yasahprabhava,
the Tathagata Dharma, the Tathagata Dharma-
dhara, the Tathagata Dharmadhvaga, equal in
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number to the sand, &c.

"Thus also in the Zenith do other blessed
Buddhas, led by the Tathagata Brahmaghosa,
the Tathagata Naksatraraja, the Tatghataga In-
draketudhvajaraga, the Tathagata Gandhottama,
the Tathagata Gandhaprabhasa, the Tathagata
Maharkiskandha, the Tathagata Ratnakusumasam-
pushpitagatra, the Tathagata Salendraraja, the
Tathagata Ratnotpalasri, the Tathagata Sarvar-
thadarsa, the Tathagata Sumerukalpa, equal in
number to the sand, &c.

"Now what do you think, O Sariputra, for
what reason is that repetition (treatise) of the
Law called the Favour of all Buddhas? Every son
or daughter of a family who shall hear the name
of that repetition of the Law and retain in their
memory the names of those blessed Buddhas, will
be favoured by the Buddhas, and will never return
again, being once in possession of the transcendent
true knowledge. Therefore then, O Sariputra,
believe, accept, and do not doubtof me and those
blessed Buddhas!

"Whatever sons or daughters of a family
shall make mental prayer for the Buddha country
of that blessed Amitayus, the Tathagata, or are
making it now or have made it formerly, all these
will never return again, being once in possession
of the transcendent true knowledge. They will be
born in that Buddha country, have been born, or
are being born now. Therefore, then, O Sariputra,
mental prayer is to be made for that Buddha
country by faithful sons and daughters of a family.
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"And as | at present magnify here the inconceivable
excellences of those blessed Buddhas, thus, O Sariputra,
do those blessed Buddhas, magnify my own inconceiv-
able excellences.

" A Verydifficult work has been done by Sakyamuni.
the sovereign true knowledge in this Saha world, he
taught the Law which all the world is reluctant to accept,
during this corruption of the present Kalpa, during this
corruption of mankind, during this corruption of belief,
during this corruption of life, during this corruption of
life, during this corruption of passions.

"This is even for me,O Sariputra,an extremely
difficult work that, having obtained the transcendent true
knowledge in thisSahalworld, I taught the Law which all
the world is reluctant to accept, during this corruption of
mankind, of belief, of passion, of life, and of this present
kalpa."

Thus spoke Bhagavat joyful in this mind. And the
honourable Sariputra, and the Bhiksus and Bodhisattvas,
and the wholeworld with the gods, men, evil spirits and
genii, applauded the speech of Bhagavat.
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BEukE

May the merit and virtue accrued from this work,

FE=#5t
Adom the Buddhas’ Pure Lands,

temEx
Repaying four kinds of kindness above,

TH=&E -
And aiding those suffering in the paths below.

EARAME

May those who see and hear of this,
TreEgL

All bring forth the resolve for Bodhi,
Rit—#%5-

And when this retribution body is over,
Bsgsa -

Be born together in the Land of Ultimate Bliss.
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The Dharma Protector:
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