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THIS BOOK ......

This book was compiled in remembrance of

The VENERABLE MASTER HSUAN HUA

who perfected stillness
on the 7th of June, 1995.

Bowing Respectfully
SOON GUO-SEN
(The disciple)
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VENERABLE MASTER HSUAN HUA

The Venerable Master, a native of Shuangcheng County in Jilin
Province of China, was born on the sixteenth day of the third lunar month
in the year of wuwu at the beginning of the century. He was named
Yushu (or Yuxi) Bai. His father, Fuhai Bai, was hardworking and thrifty.
His mother, maiden name Hu, ate only vegetarian food and recited the
Buddha's name every day. When she was pregnant with the Master, she
prayed to the Buddhas and Bodhisattvas. The night before his birth, in a
dream she saw Amitabha Buddha emitting brilliant light. Following that
the Master was born.

The Master was quiet and untalkative by nature, but he had a
righteous and heroic spirit. As a child, he followed his mother's example
and ate only vegetarian food and recited the Buddha's name. At the age
of eleven, the sight of a dead infant made him aware of the great matter
of birth and death, and he resolved to leave the home-life. At twelve, he
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heard of how Filial Son Wong (Great Master Chang Ren) of Shuangcheng
County had practiced filial piety and attained the Way, and he vowed to
follow the Filial Son's example. The Master decided to bow to his parents
every morning and evening as a way of acknowledging his faults and
repaying his parents' kindness. Because of his filial piety, he became
known as Filial Son Bai.

At fifteen, he took refuge under the Venerable Master Chang Zhi.
That year he began to attend school and mastered the Four Books, the
Five Classics, the texts of various Chinese schools of thought, and the
fields of medicine, divination, astrology, and physiognomy. He
participated in the Virtue Society and other charitable societies. He
explained the Sixth Patriarch's Sutra, the Vajra Sutra, and other Sutras to
those who were illiterate, and he started a free school for the poor.

‘When he was nineteen, his mother passed away, and he requested
Venerable Master Ching Zhi of Sanyuan (Three Conditions) Monastery
to shave his head. He was given the Dharma name An Tse and style
name To Lun. Dressed in left-home robes, he built a simple hut by his
mother's grave and lived there for three years in observance of filial piety.
During that period, he made eighteen great vows. He bowed to the Flower
Adornment Sutra, engaged in worship and repentance, practiced
meditation, studied the scriptures, ate only one meal a day, and did not
lie down to sleep at night. His sincere efforts to purify and cultivate himself
won the admiration of the villagers and evoked numerous miracles and
responses from the Buddhas, Bodhisattvas, and Dharma-protecting gods
and dragons. He came to be known as an extraordinary monk.

One day as he was sitting in meditation, he saw the Great Master,
the sixth Patriarch, come to his hut and tell him, "In the future you will
go to the West and meet countless people. The living beings you teach
and transform will be as countless as the sands of the Ganges River. That
will mark the beginning of the Buddhadharma in the West." After saying
that, the Sixth Patriarch vanished. The Master completed his observance
of filial piety and went to Changbai Mountain, where he dwelled in
seclusion and practiced austerities at the Amitabha Cave. Later he
returned to Sanyuan Monastery and became the leader of the Assembly.
During his years in Manchuria, the Master taught people according to
their potentials. He awakened those who were confused and saved many
lives. Countless dragons, snakes, foxes, ghosts, and spirits took refuge
and received the precepts from him, changing their evil ways and
cultivating goodness.
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In 1946, the Master embarked on an arduous journey to Caoxi,
Guangzhou, to pay homage to the Elder Master Hsu Yun, whom he
esteemed as a great hero of Buddhism. Along the way he stayed at many
renowned monasteries in China and received complete ordination at
Mount Putuo in 1947. He reached Nanhua Monastery in 1948 and paid
homage to Elder Master Hsu Yun. The Elder Master appointed him as
an instructor and later as the Dean of Academic Affairs in the Nanhua
Vinaya Academy. He saw that the Master was an outstanding individual
and transmitted the D a to him, giving him the Dharma name Hsuan
Hua and making him the Ninth Patriarch of the Wei Yang Sect, the forty-
fifth generation since the First Patriarch Mahakashyapa.

In 1949, the Master bid farewell to the Elder Master Hsu Yun and
went to Hong Kong. In propagating the Dharma there, he emphasized
all five schools of Buddhism Chan, Doctrine, Vinaya, Esoteric, and Pure
Land. He renovated old temples, printed Sutras, and constructed images.
Among the temples he established were Western Bliss Gardens
Monastery, Cixing Chan Monastery, and the Buddhist Lecture Hall.
During a period of over ten years, he created extensive Dharma-affinities
with the people of Hong Kong. The Sutras he lectured on included the
Earth Store Sutra, the Vajra Sutra, the Amitabha Sutra, the Shurangama
Sutra, and the "Universal Door Chapter" of the Dharma Flower Sutra.
He held such Dharma assemblies as the Great Compassion Repentance,
the Medicine Master Repentance, and recitation and meditation sessions.
He published the magazine Hsin Fa (Mind Dharma). As a result of his
zealous efforts to propagate the Dharma, Buddhism flourished in Hong
Kong. During that time he also visited such countries as Thailand and
Burma to study Theravada Buddhism. He hoped to establish
communication between the Mahayana and the Theravada traditions and
to unite the different sects of Buddhism.

I.n 1959, the Master saw that conditions were ripe in the West, and
he instructed his disciples to establish the Sino-American Buddhist
Association (later renamed the Dharma Realm Buddhist Association) in
the United States. In 1961 he traveled to Australia and preached the
Dharma for one year. Since the conditions were not yet ripe there, he
returned to Hong Kong in 1962. Later that year, at the invitation of
Buddhists in America, the Master traveled along to the United States
and raised the banner of the Proper Dharma at the Buddhist Lecture
Hall in San Francisco. Living in a damp, windowless basement that
resembled a grave, he called himself "The Monk in the Grave." When
the Cuban Missile Crisis broke out, the Master embarked on a thirty-
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five-day fast to pray for an end to hostilities and for world peace. By the
end of his fast, the crisis had been resolved.

During the Shurangama Sutra and Practice Summer Session in
1968, over thirty students from the University of Washington in Seatle
went to San Francisco to study with the Master. At the end of the session,
five of them requested permission to shave their heads and leave the
home-life. That was the beginning of the Sangha in the history of
American Buddhism. The Master devoted himself to propagating the
Dharma, directing the translation of the Buddhist Canon, and developing
Buddhist education. He accepted many disciples, established
monasteries, and set forth principles. He exhorted his disciples to work
hard in order to cause the Proper Dharma to flourish eternally throughout
the Dharma Realm.

The Master lectured on the Sutras and spoke the Dharma every
day for several decades, explaining profound principles in a way that made
them easy to understand. He also trained his lefthome and lay disciples
to explain the teachings. He led various delegations to disseminate the
Dharma at various universities and in various countries around the world,
with the aim of leading beings to turn towards goodness and to discover
their innate wisdom.

To date over a hundred volumes of the Master's explanations of
the scriptures have been translated into English, and some have also
been translated into Spanish, Vietnamese, and other languages. The
Master's aim is to translate the Buddhist Canon into all the world's
languages so that the Dharma will become popular worldwide.

The Master established Instilling Goodness Elementary School,
Developing Virtue Secondary School, Dharma Realm Buddhist University,
and the Sangha and Laity Training Programs at the City of Ten Thousand
Buddhas. Many of the branch monasteries of Dharma Realm Buddhist
Association have classes for children as well. These educational programs
are based on the eight virtues of filiality, fraternal respect, loyalty,
trustworthiness, propriety, righteousness, incorruptibility, and a sense
of shame. In order to encourage students to develop the virtues of
kindness, compassion, joy, and charity and to educate them to become
men and women of integrity who will be able to contribute to society, the
boys and girls study separately and the volunteer teachers regard
education as their personal responsibility.

The Master taught his disciples to meditate, recite the Buddha's
® 16 @
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name, practice repentance, study the Sutras, and observe the precepts
strictly. He taught them to eat only one meal a day (at midday) and to
always wear the precept sash. He taught them to dwell in harmony and
to encourage each other. Under his guidance, a Sangha that practices
and maintains the Proper Dharma has grown up in the West. The Master
established the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas as an international spiritual
community where students and truthseekers can study and work together
for the cause of world peace and harmony among religions. The Master's
life was one of total selflessness. He vowed to take the suffering and
hardships of all living beings upon himself, and to dedicate to them all
the blessings and happiness that he himself ought to enjoy. He practiced
what was difficult to practice and endured what was difficult to endure.

No amount of hardship could deter him from fulfilling his lofty
resolves. He composed a verse expressing his principles:

Freezing, we do not scheme.

Starving, we do not beg.

Dying of poverty, we ask for nothing.

According with conditions, we do not change.

Not changing, we accord with conditions.

We adhere firmly to our three great principles.

We renounce our lives to do the Buddha's work.

We take the responsibility to mould our own destinies.

We rectify our lives as the Sangha's work.

Encountering specific matters, we understand the principles.
Understanding the principles, we apply them in specific matters.
We carry on the single pulse of the patriarchs' mind-transmission.

Through his unwavering maintenance of the six guiding principles
of not fighting, not being greedy not self-seeking not being selfish, not
pursuing personal advantage, and not lying, he brought benefit to many.
Teaching with wisdom and compassion, dedicating himself to serving
others, and acting as a role model for others, he influenced countless
people to change then faults and to walk on the pure, bright path to
enlightenment.

Although the Master manifested entry into Nirvana on June 7, 1995
(the tenth day of the fifth lunar month), he constantly turns the infinite
Dharma wheel. He came from empty space and returned to empty space
without leaving a trace. The least we can do in return for the Master's
deep and profound kindness is to carefully follow his teachings, uphold
our principles, and advance vigorously toward Bodhi.
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VOWED TO COME AGAIN

“Ku-Waa ... Ku-Waa...” the cries of a baby shattered the
silence and tranquility of a cold, dark night.

Probably because it was near midnight or because the small
village was sparsely populated, the cries seemed more distinct and
actually sounded mournfully sad......

Could the newborn baby have already known that he had
come to the Saha world of suffering?

This was a tiny village in Shuang Cheng County of Ji Lin
Province, North-East China. It was the 16th day of the 3rd lunar
month in 1918, during the early days of the Chinese Republic.

The farmer, Bai Fu Hai was busy running around for the
newborn baby; his face was brimming with unconcealed
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happiness......

...... For after four sons and three daughters, his wish for
another son was at last fulfilled.

Strangely enough, this newborn baby cried continuously
from the moment of birth, for three whole days. Bai Fu Hai was
deeply troubled but could do nothing.

The whole family was at a loss of what to do, but Madam
Hu, with a mother’s intuition, felt that the birth of her youngest
son was special, somehow.

This was because she had an extraordinary dream the night
just before the baby was born. In the dream she saw the
manifestation of Amitabha Buddha emitting a sea of brilliant golden
light that filled the whole world.

...... Even heaven and earth were shaken, she was so greatly
moved by the vision before her that she remained transfixed and
motionless. In just a moment, she was startled and suddenly woke

up.

Looking around, she saw she was in fact in her own home.
The extraordinary vision earlier was no more than a dream. Madam
Hu could not help but feel a keen sense of disappointment...

However, this experience did not seem like a dream
because the air was filled with a lingering, unknown fragrance...

Madam Hu, a pure vegetarian was a devout Buddhist who
recited Buddha’s name all her life. Sensing that the dream was a
good omen, she then softly began to chant the Buddha’s name:
“Namo Amitabha Buddha”.

Soon, she gave birth to a special baby. His name was An
Ci, also known as Du Lun... later to become the Venerable Master
Hsuan Hua.
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DETERMINED
TO CULTIVATE

The Master was brought up in a tiny, remote village in the
country. So sparsely populated was this village that, even on normal
days, there would hardly be anyone around. Wedding and funeral
ceremonies were practically unheard of here, and even more rarely
seern.

Hence, it was not until the Master was aged eleven that he
saw a dead person for the first time. One day, the Master had gone
out to play in the open countryside with some other village children
when they suddenly discovered the body of an infant wrapped in
straw, lying hidden in the tall, thick grass.

Its eyes and mouth were shut, and the Master was puzzled
to see that the infant did not respond to the loud calling of the
children. After asking around, the Master was told that the infant
was dead.

Even s0, the Master still did not understand the meaning
of “death”. As soon as he arrived home, he quickly consulted his
mother.

His mother told him, “As long as one is human, he will die.
Some die of old age, some of sickness...”
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« .. While others die in accidents or disasters. Inevitably
everyone, whether rich or poor, of common or noble birth,
irrespective of profession, will one day eventually die.” As he heard
this, the Master became more and more curious. Again he asked,
“Then, how does one escape death?”

Coincidentally, at that time, a religious cultivator was a
visitor in the Master’s house. The cultivator replied, “To cultivate
the Way is the only method to prevent death. Only by thorough
understanding of your mind and becoming enlightened to your
true nature will you be able to break free of the cycle of birth and
death.”

These few words which may have stumped many a grown
man, were profoundly comprehended by the Master though he
was only eleven at that time. Hence, it was at that tender age that
he decided to leave the home-life in order to cultivate the Way.

‘When the Master told his mother of his decision, she was
rather surprised, but pleased. However, she told him, “To leave
the home-life is the ultimate form of giving which is truly rare. I
am very happy that you have such a noble ambition.”

“This also verifies their dream that I had before you were
born, but I am old and will not remain long in this world. Your 4
elder brothers have all established their own homes and your 3
sisters have all been married,” his mother continued.

“] hope that you will remain with us. After I'm gone, it is
still not too late for you to leave home.” As such, the Master obeyed
his mother’s wishes.

Although the Master temporarily shelved the idea of leaving
the home-life, everyday he followed his mother to worship the
Buddha and read sutras. Henceforth the Bodhi seed was slowly,
day by day growing in his heart.
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HIS FILIAL PIETY
SPREAD FAR AND WIDE

Once the Bodhi seed was deeply planted in the Master’s
heart, he began to become aware and was able to reflect on his
past misdeeds, despite the fact that he was still very young at that
time. Through introspection, he first regarded his previous
stubborn temperament of tantrum-throwing whenever provoked.

He would cry until he got his way with things, and was
sometimes very wilful, refusing to eat and drink, causing his parents
distress and anxiety.

Recalling these past unfilial actions, the Master was filled
with remorse and wanted to repent. After much deliberation, the
Master decided to bow to his parents twice daily-in the morning
and at night-in order to show his repentance.

His parents were shocked the first time he did so, and asked
him why he was bowing to them. The Master replied, “Previously,
I had not been a filial son. Now that I have realised my wrong
doing, I shall henceforth bow to you both to show my repentance.”

Trying to dissuade his son, Farmer Bai said, “Since you
are now aware of your faults, all you have to do is change for the
better; there is really no need to bow to us.”

The Master insisted that since he had made a vow he should
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fulfil it. However, his parents believing that “when a person was
about to die, his words are good and kind” wondered whether
their child’s days were numbered? As such whenever the Master
bowed to them, they would be moved to tears. In order to avoid
causing them constant distress, the Master decided to do his
bowing in the courtyard instead.

Henceforth, early every morning, when all in the family
were still fast asleep the Master would go to the courtyard and
bow thrice to his father and thrice to his mother. At night, after
everyone have gone to bed, he would go to the courtyard again to
do his bowing.

After some time, the Master began to feel that his action of
repentance was insufficient; he then decided to bow to heaven and
earth. At that time, he did not know of the existence of devas and
other heavenly rulers-he knew only of heaven, earth, rulers, parents
and teachers. Hence every morning and night, he also bowed thrice
to heaven and thrice to earth.

He further offered 3 bows to the country’s ruler, 3 bows to
his father, 3 to his mother and 3 more to his future teacher. In this
way he practised bowing for some time. Nevertheless, feeling that
his actions were still insufficient, the Master now extended his
bowing to include all the great filial persons in the world.

He also offered his bows to the kindest person in the world,
to great saints and to the great wise men. Later, he also bowed to
all the good and evil people in the world, with the hope that the
evil ones would become good.

In this way, eventually the Master had to make 830 bows in
one session. He did this twice daily as before, bowing for a total of
5 hours a day.

Come rain or shine, sleet or snowstorm the Master
continued his bowing. As time went by, his reputation as a filial
son spread far and wide. In the village, everyone called him “the
filial son of Bai”.
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GUIDED TO THE WAY

‘When the Master was 12 years old, he had a very strange
dream. It was the 19th night of the 2nd lunar month, and in the
dream, the Master was walking into a vast expanse of wilderness
where the sky and land seemed to meet at the edge of a horizon
running for miles around.

There was no one in sight. Without realising it, the Master
walked onto an uneven and bumpy road that was full of potholes
and extremely rough-going.

There were many pits in the road, the largest was the size
of a huge urn, very deep and wide. Looking from above, the pit
seemed bottomless, if one were to accidentally fall in, it would be
fatal.

The Master was trapped amongst the pits and potholes, he
could not move in or out and did not know where to place his next
step. He began to panic. Looking around he saw no one. He wanted
to call for help, but realised that it would be futile to do so.

In his anxiety, the Master suddenly recalled that his
ambition to cultivate had not been achieved and his vows to look
after his parents had not been fulfilled. If any misfortune were to
befall him, then ... He began to cry uncontrollably with these
thoughts.
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A kind old lady suddenly appeared before him. The Master
looked up and saw that she was wearing the robe of left home
people. She carried a bamboo walking stick and wore a pair of
straw sandals. The Master was wondering who she could be...

However, the old lady was looking at the Master with bright,
shining eyes. She smiled and asked, “Little boy, why do you cry
with sadness?” The Master rubbed his eyes to dry his tears and
he looked pitiful as he told the lady he had lost his way.

The old lady replied, “Please do not be afraid. If you follow
me, I will take you home. However, remember that once we step
out, you should not lag behind.” Thereupon, the old lady walked
in front, followed closely by the Master.

In just a short while, they had left the dangerous lane and
came to a flat smooth road. Not far away before them was the
Master’s house. The Master immediately felt great joy, for at last
he was home.

Turning his head to have one last look at the “dangerous
road” from which he had just come, the Master instead saw many
people from all walks of life following him-men, women, youths,
old folks, sangha and scholars.

"This made the master even more surprised. He asked the
old lady, “Who are all these people, and where are they going?”
She replied, “They all have affinity with you, and have followed
you out of the dangerous path.”

The old lady then reminded him: “Do not forget to watch
over them. I have to leave now, but we’ll meet again soon.”

‘When the Master asked for her name and address, the old
lady replied, “We have been neighbours before. Once you are
home, you will understand everything.” Having said that, she
whirled around and disappeared. The Master then led the group
behind him home, whereupon he suddenly woke up from his
dream.
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TAKING REFUGE
WITH THE TRIPLE JEWEL

In his dream, the Master had unknowingly stumbled upon
and walked down a road full of pits and potholes, as in a near-
death experience, and was only able to escape from danger with
the old lady’s aid. His heart was still beating wildly when he awoke;
the Master sensed that this was no ordinary dream.

This also led him to realise the impermanence of life. No
one can really predict their future. Once we have lost the human
form, it will be most difficult to obtain a rebirth in the human realm
again even after billions of Kalpas. Thus the Master was even more
determined to cultivate in accordance with the Dharma.

Atfter informing his parents of his decision, the Master
requested their permission to seek a Dharma teacher and take
refuge in the Triple Jewel. It took the Master 3 years of extensive
searching before he finally met the old cultivator Venerable Chang
Zhi.

At first sight, the Master already sensed a bond between
them, as if he had known the old monk before. When the Master
asked for advice on how to cultivate to break free of the cycle of
birth and death, Venerable Chang Zhi replied, “By practising with
sincerity, devotion and perseverance.”

“This is the Dharma Door of Non-Duality. To cultivate
diligently is the one and only vehicle.” On hearing that, the Master
was extremely glad. He took refuge under Venerable Chang Zhi
and became a disciple of the Triple Jewel formally.
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FROM SCHOOL TO
TEACHING

The Master first enrolled in a private school when he was
fifteen years old. At that time, there were more than 30 students in
his class. To start, he was taught to write antithetical couplets; the
Master liked this very much and showed very good progress.

Whenever his classmates had trouble looking for words to
suit the couplet, they would seek the Master’s help. The Master
was very happy to help them because he knew that this would
help him to sharpen his train of thought and improve his mental
capacity.

At the end of only two and a half years in the school, the
Master had already gained a thorough understanding of the
principles and objectives of the “Four Books and Five Classics.”

He also read extensively on the classics from various
schools of thought, ranging from pre-Qin to the early Han dynasty,
besides books on medicine, divination, astrology and physiognomy.
Hence, the Master could already start teaching at age 18. He gave
free lessons to over 30 students who came from poor families.
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ESCAPE FROM DEATH

One day, more than 10 of his 30 students were suddenly
taken ill with typhoid fever. At that time, this illness was very serious
and could be fatal if the right treatment was not administered within
3 days.

]

A person suffering from this illness will have severe
headaches. The Master knew how to treat this illness. To diagnose
it, he used a matchstick to depress the little swellings that appeared
on the patient’s chest. If the depressions did not swell up again
after the matchstick was removed, the disease was almost certainly
typhoid fever.

Then, the Master would use an awl to prick at the swelling.
Within the swelling would be a lot of hair. Once this was pulled
out, the disease would be cured.

The Master had a favourite student who was both obedient
and good at his studies-and because of this he was the class
monitor. When this student came down with typhoid fever, the
Master in his concern, became very flustered and confused.

After school that night, the Master discovered that he was
also infected. The Master was able to heal other people who were
infected, but for himself, he was at a loss of what to do, for while
he could treat the lumps on his chest, he was unable to reach those
on his back.

His headache was so severe, he felt that his head was about
to explode. It was then that the Master thought to himself, “I want
to devote my life to Buddhism. If the Buddha does not require my
services, even if I were to die, it does not matter. If I am needed, I
believe I will recover even if the lumps are not treated.”

With this thought, he managed to fall asleep. However, after
a short while he suddenly awoke feeling breathless. The Master
felt that his head had greatly enlarged, and he was suffocations.

Strangely, his throat was choked with something... The
master coughed hard and actually spat out small rolls of hair. After
he had coughed them all out, the Master’s ailment was
miraculously cured. This was to be only one of the narrow escapes
from death that the Master was to experience in his lifetime.
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EVERYTHING'S
A TEST

Atfter taking refuge with the Venerable Chang Zhi, the
Master cultivated dhyana samadhi. Diligently cultivating in order
to improve himself, the Master treasured every available Buddhist
sutra. Not only did he deliberate upon the argumentation of every
word in the sutras, he also read, memorised and recited them daily.

Even when he was sixteen, the Master had already started
to teach on various sutras, such as the “Sixth Patriach’s Dharma
Jewel Platform Sutra” and the “Diamond Sutra”. In order to express
his views on the divergence of the two schools as promoted by the
disciples of the Great Master Hui Neng and Shen Xiu, the Master
wrote a couplet thus:
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“Although sudden and gradual may differ,
Once accomplished they are one.
Why should we differentiate the North and South?
Holy and common may differ temporarily,
Their basic nature is the same,
Why should we argue about east and west?”
(From Records Of The Life Of The Venerable Master Hsuan Hua.)

A]though 16 seemed a very young age for the Master to
begin teaching the Dharma, he felt duty-bound to take up the task
because, many, though eager to study the Buddhist sutras and
texts, were unfortunately illiterate.

One day, the Master chanced upon a copy of the “Sutra of
the Past Vows of the Earth Store Bodhisattva.” Thought the Master
read it through only once, he was surging with emotion and was
extremely moved by the extent of the Bodhisattva’s compassion!

Many living beings are unaware of the concern that the
Earth Store Bodhisattva has for all living beings. Hence, the Master
decided to kneel in front of the Buddha-image daily to recite a
section of the Earth Store Sutra.

At that time, the floor of the temple hall was laid with bricks
and there were no cushions available for kneeling on. When
reciting the Earth Store Sutra, the Master had to kneel on the hard
brick floor for about 2 hours each time.

The Master’s only concern was with reciting the Sutra;
even though his knees were bruised through the thin cloth of his
trousers, he did not feel any pain. The more he recited the Sutra,
the more joy he felt. Hence everyday, he never failed to recite the
Sutra punctually and with great sincerity.

On one occasion, a lay Buddhist came to the temple to make
offerings and saw the Master kneeling down to recite the Sutra.
He was full of praise for the Master, telling everyone, “He is so
diligent, so devoted in cultivation...”
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When the lay Buddhist left, all the monks in the temple
scolded the Master, “You are too pretentious. You are trying to
put on a show that you are an old cultivator, aren’t you? You are
attempting to enhance your status!

The Master kept silent and did not try to explain his actions.
In his own heart, he knew that he was reciting the Sutra because
he wanted to cultivate the Way. However, the Master was often
deliberately ridiculed. Each day, before he began his recitation,
the others would mock him, saying, “So! Pretending to cultivate
again, are you?”

After his recitation, they would condemn him again for
having “completed his pretence”. Though he had to face sneers
and jeers daily from the others, the Master was able to bear with it
and not retaliate.

After reciting for more than 100 days, demonic intervention
came. One day as the Master had just finished his recitation, the
elder fellow cultivator came up to him and hit him without giving a
reason.

The Master was baffled but he did not dare question the
elder fellow. The elder fellow further scolded him very sternly,
“Who do you think you are? We are all busy working, yet you are
hiding here pretending to recite the Sutra?”

“Showing off to others! What merits do you think you have
that you are allowed to cultivate the Way?” the elder fellow
cultivator continued. From that day onwards, the Master had no
choice but to stop reciting the Earth Store Sutra. It is never easy to
cultivate the Way because the path is full of obstacles.

It a diligent cultivate achieves a small measure of success,
demons would appear to test his concentration and determination.
From the time he began cultivating, the Master constantly had to
struggle against adverse circumstances, but never once did he
give up. Instead he forged ahead as diligently as before.
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POWER OF CONCENTRATION
AND CALMNESS

&

OVERCOME DEMONS

The Master cultivated dhyana samadhi and his skill
increased day by day. By the time he was eighteen, the master
could achieve a state of concentration which could not be affected
by external influences.

On the night of the 29th day of the 12th lunar month that
year, the Master dreamt that he had walked into a straw-thatched
hut. In the hut, there were two heated beds-one in the north corner
and one in the south. There was an old man with two old ladies in
the southern section.

The northern corner was occupied by a pretty and
attractively dressed young woman with a one-year old infant.

To the eastern corner of the bed were placed 2 leather
trunks. On the wooden frame of the trunks stood an uncovered oil
lamp. As the woman was putting out the oil lamp, the Master heard
her mutter casually, “Again, he is not coming home tonight.”

As the light went out, the young woman tiptoed up to the
Master and embraced him, trying to drag him up onto the bed.
The Master knew that she had to be a promiscuous woman.

He shouted loudly, “What are you trying to do?” but there
was no response, even though he shouted several times. The
Master then thought,” This must be a demon, else she would not
be so shameless.”

So he very loudly recited, “Homage to the Great
Compassionate Guan Yin Bodhisattva, please come and save me!”
As soon as he said this, he woke up and realised it was a bad dream.

Strangely enough, however, the part of his body that had
been embraced by the woman in the dream actually ached for a
week. This surprised many people-was the incident really a dream
after all?”
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TIRELESSLY OFFERING
HIS SERVICES

Since his schooldays, the Master had taken an active role
in various organisations such as the Buddhist Society, the Way
Virtue Society, charity organisations, Anti-Smoking and Anti-
Alcoholism Clubs and others. After leaving school, he threw all
his time and energy into these organisations.

Not only did he establish a school offering free education,
organise talks and seminars, the Master also found time to help
the poor and less fortunate. In his neighbourhood, he was well-
known and respected for his filial conduct. Hence, eventually, the
Master was elected President of the “Society Against Smoking
and Alcoholism”.

At that time, Mr. Shao, a friend of the Master, who was
once the President of the Society, had broken the precept of not
drinking wine because of certain circumstances.

The advice of other Society members went unheeded by
him. When the Master learn of this, he tried many times to reason
with his friend patient and earnestly.

Because the Master was always sincere and earnest in his
ways, and very enthusiastic to help others, Mr. Shao actually
accepted the Master’s advice and immediately stopped drinking.
This incident was often told at that time in great praise for the
Master. It also shows that only someone with true virtue can
convince others.
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REJECTING
A WOMAN'S ADVANCES

At one time the Master was the Head of the Way Virtue
Society of La Lin town in Shuang Cheng County. One day while
sitting under a tree, the Master happened to read a section on the
record of the virtuous conduct of Zhang Ya Xuan. He was full of
admiration for the latter.

Looking up the sky the Master thought to himself, “Oh
Heaven, I resolve to follow the examplary conduct of Zhang Ya
Xuan.”

Once a person has decided to cultivate the Way, his will to
keep his vows would always be tested. That very night, a beautiful
lady stole up to the Master’s office and tried to tempt him with
her beauty and wealth.

A thought immediately occurred to the Master, “Could it
be that I am being put to the test as to the sincerity of my vow?”
Thinking so he silently recited the Buddha’s name, collected his
thoughts and regained his composure.

However, this lady did not give up, but tried her best to
make advances towards the Master. Adopting as stern a
countenance as he could muster, the Master questioned her, “You
have become a member of the study group in the Way Virtue
Society; you should understand the principles of the Cause and
Effect. Do you hope to go to heaven or would you willingly fall into
hell?”

“Of course, I would like to go to heaven,” she replied. “If
you continue to behave in this way, not only will you not go to
heaven, but you will most certainly fall into the hells” the Master
said.

The righteousness of the Master’s words struck her; feeling
ashamed and regretful of her actions, the lady quietly left.
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STRENGTH AND
VIRTUE OVERCOME EVIL

Another incident that the Master experienced in the Way
Virtue Society involved one Cai Shu Kun, a student who one day
became wild and uncontrollable, acting as though possessed.

She began shouting, “I am a great Yellow Immortal. Since
you all have been disrespectful, I have come especially to teach all
of you a lesson.” Despite the chief instructor, Jing Xiu Bin’s
attempts to reason with her, she continud to shriek and hurl abuse
at everyone around her.

The Director, President and several other Society members
then tried to calm her down but were also verbally abused. The
Master then came forward and told her very sternly, “The Way
Virtue Society is an organisation which conforms to the decree of
heaven.”

“In coming to disturb this Society, you have gone against
the will of heaven. Hence on heaven’s behalf, I must now act to
punish you and not let you escape,” the Master added. When she
heard this Cai Shu Kun looked frightened and muttered,” I am
leaving now...”

Strangely enough, no matter how hard she tried, she could
not move her feet to go. Becoming terrified she immediately knelt
down and bowed to the Master begging him to forgive her and to
allow her to leave.

“I shall never disturb anyone in the Way Virtue Society
again,” she promised. Seeing that she had truly realised and
regretted her wrongdoing, the Master relented saying, “Since you
have realised your mistake, I will forgive you this time.”

“However, if you ever do this again, I shall show no mercy.
You'd better go now,” warned the Master. She bowed again again
and again before “leaving”, after which Cai Shu Kun regained
consciousness. From that day onward, there were no such incidents
in the Society.
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IN A HUT BY
HIS MOTHER'S GRAVE

‘When the master was 19 years old, his mother Madam Hu
passed away. This happened at the end of the 3rd lunar month,
when the warm spring wind had melted the winter snow making
the roads wet, muddy and inconvenient to all pedestrians.

The Master’s house was more than 10 miles away from
the ancestral burial ground. The day before the funeral, all the
friends and relatives who had come to help carry the coffin or hold
banners for the funeral service were secretly hesistant and worried
at the thought of having to walk on the muddy road to the burial
ground the next day.

That night the master quietly prayed for frost or snow.
Behold! Just before dawn the next morning, the weather suddenly
changed. The cold nothern wind was blowing and the temperature
plummeted; it began to snow!

‘When morning came, it was silvery white all around. The
dirty wet and muddy road had frozen and was coverd by layers of
clean white snow. Seeing this, all the villagers felt that the power
of the Master’s filial piety had moved heaven and earth.

Everyone left after the funeral, but the Master remained
by his mother’s grave, sitting down to meditate as a form of
mourning.

On the 8th day of the 4th lunar month, the Master went to
the Three Conditions Temple at Ping Fang Station, south of Habin
and formally left the home-life; still having the Venerable Master
Chang Zhi as his teacher.

Atfter receiving the precepts as a novice monk, the Master
returned to his mother’s grave. A buddhist layman then helped
him build a simple “A” shaped straw-thatched hut which could
barely accomodate one person.

‘While mourning, the Master recited the Flower Adornment
Sutra, practised the Pure Land Repentance, cultivated Dhyana
Samadhi and studied the Buddha’s Teaching. He adhered strictly
to taking one meal a day at noon and always sat in meditation for
hours.
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EIGHTEEN

SOLEMN VOWS OF
THE VENERABLE
MASTER HSUAN HUA

While sitting beside his mother’s grave, on the 19th day
of the sixth Lunar month, the Master made the solemn vows: “I
bow before the Buddhas of the ten directions, the Dharma of the
Tripitaka, and the holy Sangha of the post and present, praying
that they will hear and bear witness:

«I, disciple Tu Lun, An Tzu, resolve not to seek for myself
either the blessings of the gods or men or the attainments of the
Sravakas, Pratyekabudd has, or high Bodhisattvas. Instead, I rely
on the Most Supreme Vehicle, the One Buddha Vehicle, and bring
forth the heart of Bodhi, vowing that all living beings of the Dharma
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Realm shall attain the Utmost Right and Perfect Enlightenment at
the same time as I.

1. I vow that I will not attain the Right Enlightenment if there
is even one Bodhisattva in the ten directions and the three
periods of time to the end of empty space and the Dharma
Realm who has not yet become a Buddha.

2. I vow that I will not attain the Right Enlightenment if there
is even one Pratyekabuddha in the ten directions and the
three periods of time to the end of empty space and the
Dharma Realm who has not yet bécome a Buddha.

3. I vow that I will not attain the Right Enlightenment if there
is even one Sravaka in the ten directions and the three
periods of time to the end of empty space and the Dharma
Realm who has not yet become a Buddha.

4. I vow that I will not attain the Right Enlightenment if there
is even one god in the triple world who has not yet become
a Buddha.

5. I vow that I will not attain the Right Enlightenment if there
is even one human being in the worlds of the ten directions
who has not yet become a Buddha.

6.  Ivow that I will not attain the Right Enlightenment if there
is even one asura who has not yet become a Buddha.

7. I vow that I will not attain the Right Enlightenment if there
is even one animal who has not yet become a Buddha.

8. I vow that I will not attain the Right Enlightenment if there
is even one hungry ghost who has not yet become a Buddha.

9. I vow that I will not attain the Right Enlightenment if there
is even one being in the hells who has not yet become a
Buddha.
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10. I vow that I will not attain the Right Enlightenment if there
is any being in the triple world who has taken refuge with
me and has not yet become a Buddha, be it a god, immortal,
human being, or asura, a bird, fish, plant, or animal, a
magical dragon, beast, ghost, or spirit.

11. I vowto bestow upon all living beings of the Dharma Realm
all the blessings and happiness I am destined to receive.

12.  Ivow that upon myself the miseries of all living beings of
the Dharma Realm, that I alone may endure them on their
behalf.

13. I vow that my spirit enter the hearts of all living beings who
do not believe in the Buddhadharma, causing them to
reform their evil conduct and practice the good, and causing
them to take refuge with the Triple Jewel and ultimately
realize Buddhahood.

14. Ivowthat every living being who has seen my face or even
hear my name will bring forth the Bodhi heart and quickly
realize the Buddha Way.

15. I vow to observe reverently the Buddha’s regulations and
take only one meal a day and that at noon.

16. I vow to enlighten all living beings according to their
dispositions.

17.  Ivowin this very life to attain the Five Eyes all the Six Spirtual
Penetrations and the ability to fly freely.

18. I vow that my vows will all be fulfilled.

I vow to take across the numerous living beings.
I vow to cut off the endless afflictions.

I vow to study the countless Dharma Doors.

I vow to realize the supreme Buddha Way.
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GOING WITHOUT FOOD

DURING THE RAINY SEASON

When the Master was observing filial piety in a thatched
hut beside the grave, he vowed to abide by The Buddha’s rule to
eat one meal a day. At that time, there was an old Upasaka by the
name Tang Yu Ming who personally brought rice as an offering to
the Master daily.

It was the rainy season in summer. The road was extremely
muddy as it rained continuously for days. It was very hard for one
to travel.

As Upasaka Tang was quite old, the Master pitied him and
said. “It is difficult for you to travel to and fro as it rains non-stop.
1 have enough dry food for about twenty days. You can send me
rice when the weather is fine.”

Upasaka Tang believed him and did not send The
Venerable any rice the next day onwards. When the weather was
fine, he again offered him rice.

But when he reached the thatched hut, only then did he
realize that The Master had been sitting in meditation without
taking a grain of rice for twenty-three days.

Immediately he enquired The Venerable about his health.
The Master said that he did not feel hungry as he was applying
affort in meditation daily. Upasaka Tang was deeply moved by the
skill of his cultivation.

A EEEEEEEEEE AR A A

(53 ={a =5 =y =03 =y =y = =y =y =y g =y g =y =y g =y =y




@ Eft.t AE @ A BIOGRAPHY (F VENERABLE MASTER HSUAN HA @

T P P P P P PP P P P P P P P P P P P P P P PP P P B
e T e T e e = e L e e LT e U e T N e Lt T E T = T T




— FHAUR K o

(aefn =gyl =iy =gy ufy=fy=fy oy =iy ofy ufy ufy =gy uy =fy =gy ufy =fy =fy oy =iy =fy oy =iy oy o y =y oy oy ufy =y ufy =y =

Franrssresze 7o
BRI NRA, AF=FBA. 4
E—RERA, BB, MELE, %
=HRELHRE.

U NEEFHIHASENHE,
%t R HEMETE) A4, BERE
%gé,%u—%xwﬁﬁngﬁmkﬂ
R

B FENSEE AL, T8
S RAWER, DAl ENMEEG
HEANMER, TFRAZREOOE L

N

ErsrpernEsnrssy
OHET]. AR =BT ORI T2
KELENTT. RE=+=4 B 5t
TR R A — AR

A EEEEEEEEEE AR A A

(53 ={a =5 =y =03 =y =y = =y =y =y g =y g =y =y g =y =y




@& £ AEf @ A BOGRAPHT OF VENERABLE MASTER HSAV HUA @

Er A E

5 =y
. e ) 0 i P

b

[ Y

i - 3 -o Y

AN

= _ ~y./ { X \
p{

H:l @102 @

\
(R=ds =y =ty =iy =y =ty =iy =y oty =iy =y oy =iy =y =y =iy =yl iy =y

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE%EEEEEEEEEEEEE




(aefn =gy fy =iy =gy uly =iy =fy uy =iy ofy ufy=fy =gy uy =iy =gy ufy =y =fy oy =iy =fy =y =iy oy oy =iy oy oy ufy =y ufy =y =

TEACHING IN ACCORDANCE

WITH OPPORTUNITIES :
1. A SCHOLAR TOOK REFUGE

During the time the Master was observing filial piety in
the thatched hut beside his mother’s grave, more than two
thousand people had taken refuge with him. Some stayed nearby
while others came from afar. At that time, there was a scholar, by
the name Gu Jie San who was very knowledgeable. He was
especially well versed in Chinese literature.

It was at a time when Chinese society was changing at the
turn of the 19th Century. So it was difficult to find a scholar who
was “well versed in all worldly affairs without having to leave his

door”. That was why everyone was extremely respectful towards
Mr. Gu.

Mr. Gu Jie San was a teacher. Besides he also studied
Buddhist Dharma. But he was unable to fully fathom the meaning.
When he heard about the Master’s cultivation, he decided to seek
his advice.

The Master explained to him the main points in cultivation
by oral discourse. It is the Dharma Door of The Mind Ground.
Mr. Gu accepted the oral teaching with delight and took refuge
with him. In the thirty-second year of The Republic, he passed
away standing straight. His calm composure resembled that of a
living man.
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2. THE CAUSE AND EFFECT
OF BEING RICH OR POOR

One day, a beggar by the name Ji Ta Fu went to the
Master’s thatched hut beside his mother’s grave where he
observed filial piety. After bowing to him, he asked, “Why am I so
poor this life?”

The Master explained to him the reasons behind the
working of cause and effect which links the three lifetimes. He
said, “According to the Sutra, why is a man wealthy this life? It is
because in the past he often offered vegetarian food to the left
home people and helped the poor”.
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“Why is a man born poor and servile? It is because he had
never helped to relieve the poor in the past.” After listening to this,
Ta Fu accepted his explanation and said, “I always asked myself,
‘Why am I so poor that I have to beg from house to house?’ For I
feel that I have done no evil deed this life.’

“] think it must be the retribution for being stingy and not
giving to others in past lifes. Is there any way to help myself in this
life?” The Master said, “A man can create his future. From now
on, if you can practise all good deeds, you will accumulate all kinds
of hidden virtues!”

“If you can create a new future life for yourself, what other
blessings cannot be achieved by you? In the past, there was a
beggar by the name Zhu Qi. He also understood the reasons behind
cause and effect, reward and retribution......”

...... So he worked hard in creating merits and virtues. He
repaired ‘The Double Goodness Britdge’ and in the next life he
was born as a prince in the King’s household to enjoy blessings
and honour. Isn’t this a way to help oneself?”

Atfter listering to this, Ji Ta Fu was very glad. He was filled
with great hope for his future. He sought to become the Master’s
disciple. And from then on, he was mindful of “Namo Amitabha
Buddha” unceasingly while begging for food.

After he had obtained some money and rice, the extra would
be given to those who were really in need of them. Whenever an
opportunity arose, he would always try his best to practise good
deeds.

After afew years, he had accumulated lots of hidden virtues.
In the winter of the twenty-nineth year of The Republic, he predicted
his date of rebirth and perfected the stillness while reciting The
Buddha’s Name at the said time.
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3. TRANSFORMING
THE FIERCE WOMAN

N

A woman by the name Yuen Mu Hang lived in the Master’s
village. She was notorious for being fierce and abusive. She was
not respectful to her husband. In addition she scolded and hit the
father and mother-in-laws. She always quarrelled with her in-law,
neighbours and relatives.

She was not respectful to ghosts and spirits. She even
slandered them and did not believe in cause and effect. She
practised all evils, so the villagers called her ‘The Tigress!’

One day she followed others to visit the Master’s hut beside
the grave where he observed filial piety. She saw the Master was
reciting ‘Namo Amitabha Buddha’ continually while sitting in
Vajra position, facing the west with palms put together.

She did not know what the Master was doing. So she asked,
“What are you doing?” the Master answered, “I am reciting The
Buddha’s Name to cross over my mother. I hope that she will
obtain an early rebirth in the Western Land of Ultimate Bliss.”

“By doing so, I am repaying the kindness of my mother
who had given birth to me and brought me up. I am just doing a
little duty as a son.” Yuen Mu Hang who did not believe in ghosts
and spirits was very doubtful. She asked, “Is it true people will
become ghosts after passing away?”

The Master answered, “Who said that only dead people
will become ghosts? There are those who while living are already
thinking, talking and acting like ghosts. Are they of much difference
from the ghosts?”

“People who hate others are the red face ghosts. People
who blame others are the yellow face ghosts. Those who annoy
others are white face ghosts and those who get angry easily are
green face ghosts. The black face ghosts are those who enjoy
disturbing others.”
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“By using the five ghosts minds of hatred, blame,
annoyance, anger and disturbance in dealing with others, the
harmony of a home is destroyed. The household will not be
peaceful. Misfortunes such as the loss of wealth, anger, accidents
and calamities may befall them.”

The Master added, “The mind is the spirit and vice-versa.
In whatever undertaking, if you are truthful to your conscience,
you are then truthful to the spirit. If you go against your conscience,
you are being deceitful to the spirit.

“After you have pass away, you will fall down to the hells to
undergo acute tortures. At that time, there is no hope for you to
seek liberation. Living beings mistaken the false as the truth and
chase after worldly dust. They go against the original enlightened
self nature in pursuit of worldly affairs.”

“They renounce the real in exchange for the false and so
they have to undergo retribution. On the contrary, if they can leave
behind the dust in pursuit of Enlightenment, renounce the false
and be united with the Truth, they are indeed The Buddhas who
are free from birth and death and the revolving wheels of the six
paths.”

Atfter listening to this, Yuen Mu Hang was very frightened
for she remembered her past misdeeds. She cried, “Formerly I
did not behave like a human being and had no faith in cause and
effect and retribution. I had created many sinful actions.”

Now, after listening to the Master’s kind and compassionate
instructions, I realize that my sinful deeds are beyond repentance.
I am really regretful but it is all too late. She cried and sought the
Master’s help.

The Master said, “As you are able to repent on your past
misdeeds, you are indeed quite truthful. Your good roots will
flourish if you can repent and reform. Don’t be sad. Besides,
common people are not born sages and saints, how could they be
free from faults?”
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It you can repent earnestly, even a big sin can be
eradicated. Do repent sincerely. Do not think of the past misdeeds
but always try to reform oneself. And if you can make vows to
propagate The Buddha Dharma while living as an Upasika......”

...... to exhort others to practise good deeds and take refuge
with the Triple Jewel, then all the past sins will be eradicated after
perfecting all merits and virtues. Why? Because an evil man who
can repent and reform will become a good man; while a good-man
who commits sins is equivalent to a sinful man.”

Atfter listening to this, Yuen Mu Hang was very happy and
made obeisance to the Master three times. She sought to be the
Master’s disciple and took refuge with The Triple Jewel.

After taking refuge with The Triple Jewel, she truly
reformed all bad conduct. Wherever she went, she would propagate
The Dharma, teach and transform all worldly beings. About eight
hundred people were influenced by her to take refuge with the
Master. Her relatives and friends were greatly surprised with her
change.

They found that she was totally a different person and so
instead of calling her ‘The Tigress’, she was now known as ‘The
guiding Guan Yin’.

Yuen Mu Hang upheld the precepts and recited The
Buddha’s Name. She proclaimed The Buddha Dharma, exhorted
and transformed worldly people throughout the latter part of her
life. During the end of the Eighth Lunar Month in the thirty-third
year of The Republic, she predicted her date of rebirth. She said,
“Once, I was an evil woman!”

“But after taking refuge with The Triple Jewel, I repented
and reformed myself, exhorted and transformed others. With the
merits and virtues thus accumulated, I know that the date of my
rebirth will fall on the 19th of The ninth Lunar Month”.

“Please do not be sad. Just help me to recite The Buddha’ s
Name.” Indeed on the 19th of the ninth Lunar Month, with joining
palms she smiled and passed away while reciting The Buddha’ s
Name. She was then 69 years old.
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4. METHODS ON
HOW TO STUDY WELL

The Three Attentiveness And The Three
Places Of Practice

A student by the surname Tang was living in a village near
the Master’ s village. He was fourteen years old, weak, stupid and
forgetful. Even though his father had tried to teach him, it was still
in vain.

He himself also got afflicted over his stupidity. After hearing
the villagers talk about the Master, he decided to go and take a
look at him.
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He wanted to see if this High monk who had saved many
lives could save him or not. So, one day, together with fifteen friends
he went before the Master to take refuge with The Triple Jewel
and bowed to him as their Teacher.

The sixteen students knelt and put their palms together to
ask the kind and compassionate Master on ways to acquire wisdom
and study well.

The Master said, “There are Three Attentiveness and Three
Places of Practice which can help us in our study. The Three
Attentiveness refer to paying attention to our mind, mouth and
eyes. Read the contents silently. Then recite it aloud. With a
concentrated mind, think and investigate the meaning.”

“The Three Places of Practice refer to the bed, the road
and the toilet. While we are walking home, we must be mindful of
today’ s lesson. Every night before going to sleep, we must repeat
and memorize the new lesson once, silently.”

“In the toilet, do not have false thinking. You should be
investigating your homework mindfully. To sum up, try to study
wholeheartedly. In the past, while I was studying, I only
concentrated on my lessons.”

“So, when I was studying, I heard nothing even though
there was music around, neither did I see the forms around me
even though I was surrounded by colourful things.”

“If you all can do everthing with one heart undivided, then
there is no trouble in doing things. Isn’ t this method also applicable
to studying?” After listening to his advice, the students realized
their faults and practised accordingly.

Indeed they became wiser. They seemed to become
cleverer. Their parents and teachers were very surprised. After
this happening a continuous flow of students came to take refuge
under the Master.
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5. ZHENG DE —
THE FILIAL SON

Zheng De was a child who stayed in Wu Chang in the Jirhin
State. He was famous for being a very filial child who started to
bow to this parents at the age of about five or six. Many teachers
of deviant paths were hoping to make him their disciple.

Even though Zheng De was still young, he was naturally
endowed with the spirit of uprighteousness. He told them, “The
harmful effect of pursuing the deviant path is indeed great. I did
not want to comment on it. But your strange and extreme practices
are not the conduct of a humane one.”

At the age of eleven, the Master heard about this filial child
who knew how to be filial to his parents at an age much younger
than him. So he went to visit him specially. On entering the garden,
Zheng De saw him from the window and told his mother, “My
Master is here now.”

“Who is your Master?” Before answering the question,
Zheng De was already on his way to welcome the Master. Then
he made obeisance to him.

After sitting down, the Master asked, ‘Zheng De, who
taught you to bow to your parents?’ “I heard about the fourteen
filial sons in Shuang Cheng Town. So I also wanted to be like them”
he said.
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Zheng De’s father was very proud of him. He said, “maybe
our ancestors have planted lots of blessings and virtues. That is
why we are blessed with such a filial son. I hope that The Buddha
and Bodhisattvas will protect him.” After talking for a while, the
Master who wanted to leave his seat found that his shoes were
gone.

He saw Zheng De kneeling before the seat and begging,
“Your Venerable, please be kind and eat lunch here!” The Master
agreed. After eating, he gave him a stern reproach, “You take
refuge with me and call me the Master......”

..... Are you going to listen to my advice, or am I supposed
to listen to you?” “Of course the disciple must listen to the Master.
I regret my conduct.” Zheng De said. He knew his mistake
immediately.

“The practice of a straight mind is important in any
cultivation. Just now it was not respectful of you to force me to
obey you by hiding my shoes.” Zheng De was so ashamed that he
nearly cried.

The Master said a verse for him:

“Be mindful of The Buddha continuosly, until your
recitation comes naturally without any effort. With the false
thinking mind gone, samadhi is obtained, you will be sure of a
rebirth in the Pure Land.”

“To be weary constantly of the suffering in the Saha World,
only then can the attachment to the red dust be gradually subdued.
When the mind to seek rebirth in the Land of Ultimate Bliss is
firm, only then can one thoroughly purify all defiled thoughts.”

Mostly the Master would teach his young disciples to sit in
meditation. But Zheng De was taught the Dharma Door of Pure
Land instead. Only those who are clear minded can truly penetrate
the subtle meaning of the working of cause and effect by practising
in accordance with the Eight Teachings.
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THE THATCHED HUT
WAS NOT BURNT

At the end of the third year after the Master had observed
filial piety to his mother, suddenly, the vilagers saw that his
thatched hut was on fire. It illuminated the surrounding countryside
just like the broad daylight.

The villagers quickly gathered one another to put out the
fire. They were worried about the Master’s safety in the
circumstances!

On their arrival, they were surprised to discover that there
was not a trace of fire around the Master’s thatched hut. He was
still mindful of The Buddha while sitting upright in the hut. The
villagers found it inconceivable.
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HIS VOWS
IN SAVING PEOPLE

"T'he Master had made eighteen great vows. The 12th vow
stated, “I vow to take upon myself the miseries of all living beings
of the Dharma Realm.” That is why The Venerable try his best to
save those who are offlicted with acute sicknesses if they earnestly
sought his help.

As he deeply understood that all diseases arise from the
body, which is a false composition of the four elements, so if one
can renounce the body, sicknesses can naturally be cured.

T’ renounce the body means not to be attached to the body
and mind. We should be mindful of The Buddha wholeheartedly
to destroy the attachment of self. Because The Venerable had
sincerely saved many lives, he became famous for his kindness.

The following are some examples on how the Master saved
lives.
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A woman about forty lived in The Venerable’s village. Her
surname was Zhang-Lee. She had been vomitting for about four
years. Neither the Chinese nor the Western doctors could cure
her.

She heard that the Master was a filial son who had saved
many lives. So she knelt before the Master to seek his help. After
seeing the causes of her illness, the Master taught her the value of
life. She was asked to repent all misdeeds and be mindful of The
Buddha earnestly.

From then on, the woman repented sincerely and she would
come to bow to the Master daily. After twenty-one days, she fully
recovered without eating any medicine.

Another woman by the surname Tang was facing a difficult
labour for four days. But she still could not deliver the baby. Even
the doctor also gave up. Seeing that her life was in danger, the
family quickly ran to seek the Master’s help.

The Master told them to light incense and recite “Namo
Guan Shi Yin Pu Sa”. They also must eat vegetarian diet for one
hundred days yearly. Then she can have a smooth delivery.

After going home, the family acted according to his
instructions and not long after that the baby was safely delivered.
Both mother and child were healthy. The villagers who had faith
in him gradually increased in number.

In another village, a woman by the surname Zhang had
been paralyzed for three years. She sought help from doctors and
spiritual healing mediums but in vain. After hearing how the Master
had saved lives, she went to his village.

The Master told her, “I am not a medical practitioner. But
those who have faith in me will be saved as they are affected by
my spiritual sincerity. If you can repent and reform your sinful
karma, eat vegetarian food, recite The Buddha’s Name, you will
get a favourable response.”
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After going home, the woman bowed to The Image of The
Master everyday. She recovered miraculously from her sickness
after making obeisance for one hundred days. She could move
about normally. The whole family was surprised and took refuge
with The Venerable and vowed to make offering to The Triple
Jewel.

InThe Eight Families Village which is situated about forty-
miles from the dwelling place of the Master a man by the name
Dai-Kok Xian had a serious Iung infection. At the end the patient
lost all hope, so he knelt before the Master and sought his help.

"The Master saw that he was very sincere. so he asked him
to recite “Namo Guan Shi Yin Pu Sa” besides eating vegetarian
diet. He should also stop all killing. The patient believed with good
faith and The Venerable said a prayer for him.

Suddenly he felt relax and his whole body was refreshed.
From then onwards, he took refuge with the Triple Jewel, recited
the Great Compassion Mantra and The Name of Guan Shi Yin Pu
Sa earnestly. His lung infection was miraculously cured.

Inthe Village of Eastern Well, there was a man by the name
Wang Fengyi. The whole family of about thirty had taken refuge
with the Master. His brother, Wang Fengjiu had a son who fell
sick suddenly. So, Wang Fengjiu sought the Master’s help before
The Buddha.

Everyday he sought for help before The Buddha. After one
week, he dreamt of The Venerable coming to his house and giving
a pill to his son who then swallowed it.

When the son woke up, he had fully recovered. Wang
Fengjiu was greatly moved and he exhorted lots of friends and
relatives to take refuge with The Triple Jewel.

Gao De Fu who stayed in the village of Great Southern
Waterway in Ha Er Pin Town was a filial son who was pure in
nature. When his mother was sick, he vowed to cut off his hand as
an offering to The Buddhas and Bodhisattvas in the Three
Conditions Temple to seek a speedy recovery for his mother.
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He then went to The Three Conditions Temple. After
making obeisance to The Buddha, he took out a knife to chop off
his hand. Those around him, after some enquiry, then realized
that he was the filial son who had vowed to cut off his hand to save
his mother. They stopped him.

Upasaka Li Jinghua then brought him to see The Venerable
Chang-Ren. The Venerable sought the Master’s help. The Master
agreed to go to Guo’s family as he was moved by Gao’s final acts.

The Master asked Gao De Fu to cycle home while he started
to walk behind. But when Gao reached his house, the Master had
already arrived. The Master saw that Gao’s mother was in acute
condition as she had been in a coma for seven to eight days.

The patient was short of breath with day lips and black
tongue. Immediately the Master wrote out an invocation. Then he
closed his eyes and chanted a Mantra until three o’clock at night
before he took a rest.

The next morning, the patient could sit up by herself at her
bed and called her son. Gao De Fu was greatly surprised. His
mother told him, “I lost my way for many days. I did not even
know where I was going.”

“Luckily I met a monk last night. He sent me home. Now I
am very hungry, do boil me some porridge.”

Gao De Fu was so happy that he pointed at the Master and
asked, “Is he the monk who brought you home?” His mother took
a look at the Master and answered,” Yes! He is the monk who
brought me back!” After that the whole of Gao De Fu’s family
took refuge with the Master immediately.

In the autumn of the thirty-fourth year of The Republic of
China, North-Eastern China was in turmoil as the Japanese had
just retreated from that area. The villagers were infected with
diseases and many died of plague.
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The Village of Oil-Lane of Family was situated at the south
of Ha Er Pin Town. In Mei’s Family, eleven of them died within
three days after contracting infections diseases. Even the brother-
in-law and a maid who came to visit them could not escape from
death.

Upon learning of such dreadful events, The Venerable went
around the villages and towns and purified them with The Great
Compassion Mantra. After that no more people died of infections
diseases in those places.

Once, a child who was playing was attacked by a centipede
which entered his ears and penetrated his brain. As the pain was
unbearable, the child cried till his face turned pale.

Itis very hard to find an antidote to counteract the poisonous
centipede. The family found the Master who then said the Jun
Cha Li Bodhisattva Mantra for him. After a few hours, the child
recovered fully.

Accordingly, we can see that the function of a Mantra is
inconceivable. But the man who recites the Mantra must be a
genuine cultivator who can recite it piously besides being faithful
to the precepts.

Such a man will receive the protection of the Bodhisattvas,
Dragons and Heavens. But if a man writes esoteric symbols and
recites the Mantra without upholding the precepts, he is sure to
fall into the Evil path to become the puppet of The King of Mara.

Li Sheng Xi is the Chief of a village in Ha Er Pin Town. One
day he quarrelled with his wife over a small matter. Out of anger
and despair, his wife drank two big bowls of bittern.

The bittern is used to prepare bean curd. It is extremely
poisonous. Just to take a mouthful is enough to kill one. But when
a little is used to make bean curd, it is not poisonous. When the
family found her, she was on the verge of death. Everyone was
extremely worried.
@154 @
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Luckily there was a Upasaka who knew the Master. He
said, “The Dharma Master An-Ci is here to settle some matter. He

is presently at Guo’s family. Go and seek his help. Maybe he can
save her!”

M Li’s son quickly ran to Guo’s family. When he saw the
Master, he knelt down to seek his help. The Master said, “I do not
know how to help her. I think you had better find a doctor!” So he
left to report to the family.

"The Upasaka knew the behaviour of the Master. He advised
him to go again, “You must bow sincerely to seek his help. Or else
Dharma Master An-Ci would not like to interfere in others’ affairs!”

Again, the son ran to see the Master. He cried and knelt
there for fully forty-five minutes. The Master agreed to go with
him after seeing his sincerity.

Atthat time, the four limbs of his mother were getting cold
and the family had started to prepare for a funeral. When they saw
the Master, the whole family bowed and made obeisance to him
earnestly to seek his help. The Master consoled them not to worry.

Atter reciting the Great Compassion Mantra over a cup of
water, the Master opened her mouth by using a pair of bamboo
chopsticks and poured the water down her throat.

After some time, the patient began to vomit. Then she
recovered and woke up. The Li family was extremely grateful to
the Master. And they were deeply moved by the inconceivable
response of The Buddha Dharma. Later they presented the Master
a couplet:

The top line stated, “With kindness and compassion, he
pervasively crosses over the multitudes. Those who believe in him
are liberated and attain the Right Enlightenment.” The bottom
line stated, “Wherever he goes, he transforms living beings with
his spirit intact. Those who make obeisance to him will obtain
blessings and awaken to The Dharma of No-Birth.” The horizontal
tablet was written as follows, “The Self At East Thus Come One”.
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FULFILLING THE
WISH OF GETTING A SON

Pan Ji-Shi was a rich man who lived in The Shuang-Cheng
Province. The couple was over forty but still did not have any
children. As they venerated the Master’s virtuous conduct, they
took refuge under Him and practised the Dharma diligently.

The couple often made vows and sought for a son before
Guan Yin Bodhisattva, so that they would have a descendant for
the family. Pan was especially anxious to have a son and so he
sought the Master’s help.

The Master said, “You should do more good deeds. Why
don’t you donate half of your property to all living beings. The
merits and virtues thus accrued will help to fulfil your vows.”

Atter listening to the Master’s advice, Pan Ji-Shi practised
accordingly. He did good deeds like building monasteries and
images of The Buddhas and Bodhisattvas, making offerings to The
Triple Jewel, and giving support to many charitable bodies. After a
year, Mrs. Pan was pregnant and gave birth to a son who was
named as Shi-De. (The Virtue of Giving)

He wasa wise, intelligent and quick-witted child. Pan was
indeed grateful and devoted his life in doing good deeds, reciting
The Sutras and Buddha’s Name diligently.
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MEETING THE
MASTER IN A DREAM

The thatched hut beside the grave where the Master
observed filial piety was quite remote. But there was a continuous
flow of people who came to seek his help. Some were cured by

...... Some took refuge with him as they were influenced by
his captivating spiritual deportment, while others were moved by
his virtue of filial piety and sought to take refuge with The Triple
Jewel. In time the small thatched hut had become the most
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honoured place in the village.

After observing filial piety for three years the Master lived
in seclusion in Amitabha Cave in the Eastern Range of Chang Bai
Mountain. Lots of birds and wild animals lived in the dense forest
there. People were seldom seen and so it was the best place to
cultivate austerities.

The Master lived in solitude. He ate only wild vegetables
and drank spring water. It was a very Spartan life. However, at
times, he might go down to purchase oil, incense, candles and
sundries.

Once, the Master went to Guan Zhan Hai’s house in the
village of Bei Yin He of La-lin to take a rest. His uncle was Guan
Zhang Si. Both were vegetarians who made obeisance to The
Buddha for years. They too planned to leave the homelife to practise
the Way one day.

But they have yet not met a good knowing Adviser. When
Zhan Hai first saw the Master, he asked his uncle, “Who is the
Dharma Master? Do you know him?”

Guan Zhang Si answered, “I have heard of him before. He
is The Master An-Ci who had observed filial piety besides the
grave.” Zhan Hai said, “Strange indeed! I dreamt of the Master
last night. I was seeking the path from him......”

«....He told me that my sinful skin had to be peeled off
before I could cultivate the Path. Then he started to tear down a
piece of skin from my head and threw it on the floor. It was a pig’s
skin!”

«] was so shocked that I woke up. Is this an auspicious
dream or not?” Guan Zhong Si said, “If that is the case, the dream
is a sign of auspiciousness. Dharma Master To-Lun is a virtuous
High Monk. His duty is to proclaim the Dharma to benefit all
beings.”
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“He teaches people according to their potentials. Once I
visited him but did not get the chance to see him. Instead he comes
here today. Maybe this is a response for making obeisance
sincerely to The Buddha!”

The uncle and nephew knelt before the Master to ask for
instruction on cultivation. The Master said, “Why do living beings
cultivate the path without attainment? It is mainly because of the
false thinking mind which confuses our innate true mind. So people
become attached to things and desire.”

“When the mind is attached to material things and lust,
greed will arise and this leads to seeking. A greedy man is full of
afflictions and false thoughts. Thus the mind and body will not be
at ease.”

“Such a man will be bobbing up and down in the seas of
birth and death. He will be transmigrating continuously and will
move further apart from the genuine Path. The seas of suffening
are limitless. But if you can turn around, you will arrive ultimately
at the other shore and recover your original identity.”

“You should be mindful of every single thought. Just like a
hen which is hatching the eggs, the cat which is catching the mouse
or the dragon which is nurturing its pearl. You will surely get the
good news after sometime.”

After giving the instructions, the Master arranged for them
to take refuge with The Triple Jewel. He also taught them The
Dharma Door of the Mind Ground. Both uncle and nephew finally
got what they had hoped for. From then on, they practised
accordingly with great diligence.

After a few years of cultivation, Guan Zhong Si attained
rebirth. A few of the villagers simultaneously dreamt of him going
to the Western Pure hand with two youths who were dressed in

green.
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THE VENERABLE MASTER'S
AMITABHA BUDDHA

‘Western Bliss Garden Monastery was to be resting place
of the extremely efficacious and miraculous image of Amitabha
Buddha that the Master had brought with him from Manchuria.

It was the image he made obeisance to during his early
years of cultivation, and as a result of the extreme purity of the
Master’s heart, the graceful forceful porcelain figure had gradually
undergone a miraculous transformation.

As The Master continued to bow with ever-devotional
sincerity before the image, a distinct rosy hue began to suffuse
the once snow-white porcelain until it eventually took on the glow
of living flesh.

The affinity between the Master and the miraculous image
of Amitabha Buddha is one of utmost spiritual purity that far
transcends the kind of attachment found in the realm of dualism.

In a most profound sense, the image could be said to be
indespensable to the Master. Nevertheless, after the Master arrived
in Hong Kong and began to meditate in Guanyin Cave, he had no
appropriate place to respectfully make offerings to the Buddha-
image.

He had to ask two Dharma Masters, who had a temple, to
keep it for him so that it could be properly cared for, respected,
and worshipped.

The Dharma Masters accepted the image with the full
understanding that they would return it to the Master when he
had an appropiate place for it.

However, during the period of more than a year that the
Master spent meditating in Guanyin Cave, the two monks
developed a fondness for the exquisite image.

And they forgot that the Buddha’s Image was supposed to
be in their custody temporarily. Instead, they now considered it as
theirs.
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When the Master decided to establish the Western Bliss
Garden, Monastery it was Amitabha Buddha whom he called on
to aid him in carrying out the work.

Before the building of the temple, the Master had moved
into the working site. When the work of construction began, the
Master wished to take back the image of Amitabha Buddha.

Not wishing to comply, but lacking any justification for
refusing his request, the two monks came to pay special New
Year’s greetings to the Master. Kneeling before the Master, they
said ingratiatingly.

“We just cannot bear to part with the Amitabha Buddha
image, and so we have decided to kneel here until the Dharma
Master consents to let us keep it.”

They knelt for five hours before the Master, who tried many
expedient means to bring them back to their senses.

He scolded. He shouted. He was pointedly rude to them.
He picked up his tea pot and slammed it down on the floor in front
of them. He hurled his tea cup against the wall, smashing it to
smithereens.

But even his most extreme attempts to dissuade them were
to no avail. The two remained rooted to the floor, sustained by
their greed for The Buddha-image.

Since he could not frighten them into realisation, the Master
decided that at least he could physically remove them from the
Buddha Hall and perhaps jerk them to their senses.

Although each monk weighed over 200 pounds, he grabbed
them under the armpits one at a time and dragged them outside.

But by the time he had evicted one monk and had a good
grip on the second, the first had returned and was kneeling once
more.

@178 @
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Atfter The Master had deposited the second monk on the
doorstep and walked back to evict the first, the second was already
following close at his heels.

Realizing that the two failed to understand the seriousness
of the matter, the Master turned from the expedient to the sublime
and attempted to explain to the monks the nature of the ineffable,
mysterious, and wonderful affinity which existed between himself
and that spiritually efficacious Amitabha Buddha image.

“With that image I can realize Buddhahood. Without it, I
cannot,” he told them. “However” he added quietly, “if you want
the image so badly, then take it.”

Heedless of the Master’s quandary, the two monks only
heard that at last the Master was prepared to let them have the
image. Satisfied, they got up and left.

“Don’t ever set foot in my door again.” warned the Master
as they departed.

But the Master had spoken the truth, and by the next day,
in the absence of The Amitabha Buddha image, he had fallen
seriously ill.

Day by day his fever rose. Since he lived alone few people
even knew where to find him.

There was no one to make gruel or fetch water for him. As
a result, he rapidly grew weaker and weaker, and his condition
became grave.

Eventually Bhiksu Heng-yueh, who lived in the same temple
as the two offending monks, learned of their outrageous display
on New Year’s Day and of the Master’s subsequent illness.

Heng-yueh carried The Amitabha Buddha image back to
the Master.

And with its return, the Master’s illness subsided and
construction of the Bodhimandala progressed rapidly.
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CIXING CHAN MONASTERY
IN HONG KONG

In the spring of 1951, after the Venerable Master Hua had
constructed the Western Bliss Gardens Temple on Horse Mountain
in Xi-aogiwan, Hong Kong, he made a vow to construct a Way-
place that would have space for more sangha members to apply
effort in cultivating the Way.

Cixing Chan Monastery is situated on Lantao Island in the
New Territories of Hong Kong. It is surrounded by mountain
ranges and hidden in a grove of trees, and people rarely venture
into the area. The monastery is a combination of the former
Guoging Chan Coltage and a two-storey villa.

When the Second World War reached Lantao Island,
Guoging Chan Cottage was burned down by the Japanese troops.
As aresult, the Sangha dispersed in all directions, leaving only the
framework of the cottage half-buried under the rubble of tiles and
gravel.
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There were no doors, no windows, and no roof—the four
walls were crumbling, full of holes, and covered with weeds.

In the autumn of 1953, with the permission of the guardians
of Guoging Chan Cottage, the remains of the cottage were given
to the Venerable Master.

The two-storey villa was the generous offer of Layman Dong
Guoqi, who had taken refuge with the Master.

Although the villa was in slightly better condition, it had
been abandoned for so long that it too was without its windows
and doors, and the only thing that made it better than the Cottage
was that its roof was still intact.

How did the Venerable Master go about rebuilding these
dwellings that were ruined to the extent of being like a wasteland?
The following is an account of the renovation of Cixing Chan
Monastery:

In order to rebuild Cixing Chan Monastery, the Venerable
Master dispensed with sleep and regular meals. Despite his
weakened condition, he travelled extensively during the day and
night, even when buffeted by winds and drenched by rains.

The selection of workmen, the preparation of materials, the
commissioning of images, the laying-in of provisions—not one bit
of the work did not spring from his efforts. The Venerable Master
wrote a verse:

As night falls on Magic Mountain,

I step out from Cixing Monastery.

The lone moon shines upon the poor monk;
The stars encircle Polaris.

Mundane affairs are like dreams;

How few are those who know!

Don’t be turned by the dusts;

Then your six sense organs may become one.
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Repairs were completed on the villa and the guest hall early
in the spring of 1954. These formed the Left Wing of Cixing Chan
Monastery.

Aside from repairing the Great Hall, the Left Wing, and the
guest hall, the Master also constructed a dining hall, a room for
practising in seclusion, and a cabin.

To the left is the dragon-subduing rock and to the right is
the tiger-taming stream. The architecture is superb, with white
walls and red pillars framed by the surrounding mountains.

The Monatery evokes the spiritual harmony of heaven and
earth, surpassing all other natural settings. Itis certainly not inferior
in grandeur to the famous four great mountains and eight small
mountains of China.

Itis in all respects comparable to the appearance of Nanhua,
the Way-place of the Sixth Patriarch.

The following incident occurred during the rebuilding of
Cixing Chan Monastery: During 1953, a red-headed, green-bodied
poisonous snake kept appearing at the Way-place.

When the Sangha members first saw it, they caught it in a
barrel and took it several miles beyond the Monastery grounds.

But before the party had returned, the creature had already
appeared in the monastery grounds, crawling along in plain sight.
This happened time and again.

The strangest thing was that once, after the snake had been
taken to its destination, the man lifted the lid of the barrel to release
it, but it was nowhere to be seen.

The man replaced the cover with a light tap, and soon the
severed body of half a snake fell out.

By the time the man had returned, however, the body had
become whole once again, and the poisonous snake was seen
crawling in front of the Buddha Hall, where it lifted its head and
darted out its tongue.

®192@
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Snakes belong to the class of dragons, and when the
Venerable Master was in Manchuria, ten dragons took refuge with
him.

Therefore the Venerable Master proceeded to shape a
golden dragon on top of the dragon-subduing rock, to the left and
behind the left wing of the monastery.

He fashioned it with teeth bared and claws brandished in
such a way that it appeared to be on the verge of flight.

Atfter the golden dragon was complete, the poisonous snake
never reappeared.
It shows that virtue can subdue demons!

The tiger-taming stream is a mountain torrent several miles
long. It flows to the right of the monastery, and every rainy season
the flash floods on the mountain presented countless problems
for travellers.

Because of this hazard, at the place where the stream
passed over the road which lies within the Lingshan Way-place
Memorial Arch (halfway down the mountain from Cixing
Monastery), the Master constructed a bow-shaped stone bridge
and beneath the bridge hollowed out a pond, making a pool for
“liberating life”.

After that, the mountain waters had easy passage down,
and not only did the stream no longer obstruct travellers, but
together with the pool benefited fish and other water-life.

From these various incidents one can see that the rebuilding
of Cixing Chan Monastery is no casual occurrence. For thousands
of years and myriads of generations, great Buddhist cultivators
will certainly arise from here.

Al those who work hard cultivating the Way will be drawn
to gather at this place. The future accomplishments of Cixing Chan
Monastery will have their place in the history of Buddhism.
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A FEW SCENES OF
THE MASTER IN THE WEST

When the Master set out for America, he had a 10-day stop-
over in Japan. He visited a temple where Chinese Dharma Masters
were staying and upon entry detected their acute jealousy.

Although it was his practice to take one meal a day at noon,
when tea and refreshment were served, the Master decided to
take a bite of food so as not to appear to be too different from the
others and risk arousing their jealousy even more. He accepted
six or seven fried soy beans and ate them.

Immediately he knew that the beans were laced with deadly
poison. Although he knew, he chose not to give any indication at
the time, and did not expel the poison from his body.
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Once when the First Patriarch of China, Bodhidharma was
poisoned twice by jealous people, he spat it out on a tray the first
time, and on a rock the second time.

Although the poison did not kill the Master, it lodged in a
single place in his body and a painful sore formed on his lower leg.

Having been unsuccessful in poisoning the Master to death,
one of the jealous monks went on ahead to San Francisco, the
Master’s destination, to campaign against him.

After the founding of the Buddhist Lecture Hall in San
Francisco in 1958, word of the Master’s virtue, compassion, and
cultivation had spread and many people sought to take refuge with
him, even though they have yet to meet him.

The jealous monk did his best to dissuade people: “He
claims he never eats after noon, but I watched him with my own
eyes while he ate one afternoon in Japan,” he reported.

He failed to mention that he and the other monks had put
poison in the food. His skilled persuasion caused many who had
planned to welcome the Master at the airport upon his arrival to
change their minds and decide not to go.

Jealousy comes in many forms. One kind was this intense
jealousy his contemporaries felt toward the Master-they wanted
the rewards that came to the Master.

Another kind of lealousy was harbored by some of his
disciples-they didn’t want to share the Master with anyone.

One such disciple was a young, unmarried man in his early
thirties who came to the Master because he wanted to learn kung-
fu, for he could see at a glance that the Master possessed skill.

The Master always tried to save whoever drew near to him
and so he used expedient methods to try to help this discriple,
@202@
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allowing him to accompany him and attend to some of the matters
involved in doing the Buddha'’s work.

That's how it happened that this disciple accompanied the
Master when he took a trip to the Southwestern United States and
visited the Hopi Indians.

The Master felt deep concern when he saw the pitiful
conditions under which the Hopis were forced to live-their
dwellings being no better than make-shift sheds fit for animals.

It appeared that in the Hopi religlous tradition there was
something about a prediction that eventually a saviour would come
to help their tribe-one who could be recognized by his red robe,
black hat, and a symbol resembling a swastika on his chest.

‘When the Master, who had been invited to speak to them,
appeared before them in red precept sash and black cap, bare skin
to the waist, due to the desert heat, so that the wan character burned
on his chest was clearly visible-the Hopis were filled with a mixture
of awe, joy, and hope.

Transcending language barriers, the Master recited the
Shurangama Mantra for them. The whole tribe was deeply moved.

Wishing to draw nearer, they approached the disciple who
was accompanying the Master, leaving their names and addresses
and asking if there was any chance to see the Master again.

But that disciple’s jealousy obstructed the situation and
he not only failed to give them the opportunity to take refuge with
the Master, he also did not keep their names and addresses and
refused to arrange interviews for them.

Note: That disciple died within few years after that incident,
without ever being able to open his heart and do the good deeds
that might have saved him from his untimely death.
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GUO-NENG
LEFT THE HOMELIFE

The surname of Guo-Neng is Lu. He was the first lefthome
disciple of the Master. Once he was a poor tailor who gave all his
hard earned money to his girl friend who was an opium addict.

One day he had an awakening and decided to leave her to
become a monk.

He did not have much money, so wherever he went, no
one welcomed him. He had to stay in a hotel temporarily.

One day, the boss of a new Vegetarian Restaurant told him,
“My Dharma Master is here. Do you want to visit him?” So he
went humbly to pay the Master a visit.

“Why are you so sad?” asked the Master purposely.” I
don’t have any money......”

“Why do The Venerable come here?” The Master
answered, “I came to fatch you.”
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“But why?” The Master replied, “To leave the homelife.”
Guo-Neng was very surprised for he had never told anyone about
his wish to leave home.

“Let’s go! If not your girl friend will come after you.” the
Master coaxed him.

“But I don’t have a robe?” The Master took off his outer
robe and gave it to him. The two then went to the Three Conditions
Temple.

At the Three Conditions Temple, Guo-Neng was in charge
of cooking and bringing in the water. One day he had an idea and
made himself a bed of bricks. The Master saw it and asked, “Who
gave you permission to make this platform?”

Guo-Neng answered, “It was my idea.” The Master asked,
“Are you the Master of this Temple? Dismantle it quickly and go
and kneel before The Buddha to repent for the length of time it
takes to bum three sticks of incense.”

Later, the Master realised that Guo-Neng did not do as told.
So he called him and asked, “Why didn’t you kneel before The
Buddha?” Guo-Neng answered, “I thought you were just joking,
Master.”

The Master said, “I am really shameful. It is all my fault
that you did not kneel. If I were to have any virtue, ...... "

...... then my disciple will surely listen to me. As it was all
my fault, I had better kneel for repentance!” After saying that, the
Master knelt down before The Buddha.

Guo-Neng realised of his fault. He said, “Master I am very
sorry. I am kneeling now. Will the Master please stand up!”

The Master did not pay any attention to him. So the two of
them knelt together. The Master never said things in jest.
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THE SMALL SPIRITUAL
POWER OF GUO-ZUO

One morning, during the time the Master was dwelling at
the Three Conditions Temple, he told his disciple Guo-Neng.
“Today a child will come here to leave the homelife. Please tell me
when he comes.”

Inthe afternoon, Guo-Neng ran breathiessly to the Master’s
room and said in his Shan Dong accent, “Master, the boy is now
here.” The Master went out to take a look and saw a boy who was
about 12 years old.

His face was dirty with his clothing all in rags. But his
property formed features resemble that of a Bhikshu.

‘When the boy saw the Master, he wept uncontrollably just
as if he was filled with emotion on reuniting with his next of kin.
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The Master asked him purposely, “Why are you here?” “I
want to leave the homelife” the boy answered confidently.

“Why? Is it because you are starving, have not enough
clothing or because you have no place to live? So, you wish to take
advantage of the Temple!”

“No! I have a strange sickness. I can't sit still neither can I
sleep soundly. My mind is never at ease. I think I must possessed
by evil spirits.”

“How do you know that?” “I was able to heal people when
I was five. If I told them to get well quickly, they would do so. A
month ago, I dreamt of a fat monk for three successive nights.”

He then pointed at The image of Maitreya Bodhisattva,
“Just like the fat monk who is sitting there.” And he said, “Go to
The Three Conditions Temple and leave-home under The Dharma
Master An-Ci. Your sickness will soon be cured.”

“] walked for nearly a month. I have travelled for nearly
one thousand three hundred miles before reaching here.
Throughout the journey, I slept in the open in the remote
countryside every night.”

“One night, I was encircled by a pack of wolves. They only
left when I threatened to throw a hand grenade at them. I sincerely
wish to leave the home-life!”

At that time, the Japanese had just surrendered. The North-
Eastern railway lines were still not back in service. Guo-Zuo found
the hand grenade by the rail track.

Strangely the pack of wolves left him alone. It must be the
inconceivable help of The Buddhas and Bodhisattvas.

“It is not easy to leave the homelife. You have to practise
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what is difficult for others to do and tolerate what is difficult for
others to endure.”

The Master took a bread-roll from the offering table and
chewed it, and then spat it on the floor and said, “Let’s see if you
can pick that up and eat it before we go on.”

Immediately, he scooped up the spattering and swallowed
it. As he had passed the test, he became the young Shramara Guo-
Zuo.

After leaving the home-life, Guo-Zuo was never sick. He
cultivated earnestly and in less than half a year, he was certified to
the opening of the Heavenly Eye and the penetration of others’
thoughts.

He could see the past lives of people and penetrate their
thoughts. So he was known as “The Small Spiritual Power.”

Once, someone asked him, “You have the power of spiritual
penetration, how about your Master, does he also possess the
power?” Tactlessly and without thinking carefully he answered,
“I do not know if my Master has the spiritual power or not!” From
then on he lost his spiritual power.

The sea monster which had once disturbed him came upon
him again. He was very sick and said nonsensical things.

‘With the aid of the kind and compassionate Buddhas and
Bodhisattvas, the Master put in all his effort and managed to chase
the sea monster away.

The Master once said, “To cultivate the Way is like climbing
a pole which is one hundred feet high. It is difficult to climb up but
easy to come down.”

“If we can go beyond the tip of the pole, we can then to
travel to the ten directions in the Dharma Realm.” So, we should
be assidious in our daily cultivation?
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THE EASTERN WELL
WAS FLOODED

Just as the saying goes, “When the achievement of
cultivation reaches a height of one foot, the demonic retaliation
will overshoot by ten feet.” Because of the Master’s help in healing
Guo-Zuo’s illness, the angry sea monster sought to take revenge
and caused floods in the village which nearly drowned the Master.

Later, many ships from Tien-Jin to Shanghai were nearly
overturned.

But in times of danger, these ships were saved by The
Bodhisattva who Contemplates The Sounds of The World who
responded to safeguard them.

One day, The Master and his disciples passed by the
Eastern Well Village and rested at his lay disciple Guo’s home.
02220
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The Eastern Well Village was named after its shape which
resembles that of a well as it is located in a deep valley surrounded
by high cliffs.

Adfter The Master arrived, it rained heavily suddenly. The
torrential water rushed swiftly into the village and soon it was all
flooded.

At the same time, the underground water swelled up and
over-flowed. Eight hunderd houses were submerged and many
villagers were forced to seek safety on their roof tops.

The Master asked everyone to recite The Great Compassion
Mantra earnestly. Strangely the wooden stakes which were
arranged in rows surrounding the guo house acted as a 8 feet wall
protect the house from being flooded.

Only a little water was seeping through the crevices
between the stakes. With the rain water, the water level in the
inner court was about one foot.

The Great Compassion Mantra was able to penetrate the
Heaven and the Earth. After a while, the rain stopped and the
flood water gradually subsided.

But unfortunately, many people were drowned. Some
villagers saw strange animals that looked like a buffalo jumping
about in the water.

So if we wish to help in healing diseases, we may at times
offend the ghostly demons and have to suffer the consequences of
their retaliation.

The Master also said that when he was young, he liked to
get involved in others’ affairs. But only a man who has reached a
higher state of cultivation is able to carry out this task confidently.
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ABILITY TO SEE
CAUSE AND EFFECT

‘When The Master was organizing the Moral society in La-
Lin Town, his good friend Han Gang-Ji who was from the same
village was in charge of General Affairs in the Moral Society in
ShuangCheng.

He renounced his family and sold his property to practise
good deeds. He always tried his best to benefit the general public.

After the Master had left the home-life, Han Gang-Ji
cultivated earnestly and was able to see cause and effect with the
opening of his Wisdom Eye.

He knew that he was the Master’s disciple in past lives.
With such a causal connection, he was led to take refuge with the
Master. But the Master disagreed.

Not long after that, he again asked to take refuge under
the Master. Again the Master refused. And on the third time, he
was at the old Upasaka Xia-Jun-Xiang’s house. He knelt before the
Master and refused to stand up until the Master consented to take
him as the disciple.

The Master could see that he was very sincere and said,
“If you wish to take refuge with me, first of all you have to ignore
the fact that you are a close friend so as not to violate The Buddha’s
rules.”

“You must also act in accordance with the teachings of The
Buddha and help me to propagate the Buddha Dharma.

‘When the Master agreed to take him as a disciple, Han
Gang Ji quickly made obeisance and took refuge under him. After
that he became a good coordinator and helped the Master to widely
propagate The Dharma.
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THE WISH f‘ULFILLING
DEMONIC WOMAN

In Xiang-Bai-Qi Village of Shuang-Cheng county there was
a respectable Virtuous Upasaka by the name Xia-Zun-Xiang. In
Spring on the 25th of the 2nd Lunar Month, the 34th year of The
Republic, the Master held a refuge ceremony for 72 people at
Upasaka Xia’s home. He taught them the ways to uphold and
recite The Great Compassion Mantra.

The Master told the disciples in the assembly, “If you can
recite earnestly when you encounter dangers, you will get a
favourable response.” The next day, he left and went to settle
some affairs in Shuang-Cheng.

On the ninth day of the Third Lunar Leap Month, an old
lady sat and cried beside a lonely graveyard at the Xiang-Bai-Qi-Si
village. A village woman by the surname Xia saw her and coaxed
her, “Please don'’t cry, old lady!” But she ignored her and kept
on crying.

At time, the old woman was wearing a blue cotton blouse
with yellow trousers. Her shoes were yellow in colour and she
carried a black hat. After crying for a while, she stopped and walked
to the countryside, sitting beside a main road.

At that moment, Xia ZunXiang’s horse carriage was passing
by as he travelled back to the village. When the horse saw the
woman, it cried in fright and ran wild. The old lady caught hold of
the chance to sneak into the village.

When the villagers saw her strange face and the funny way
of dressing, they gathered around her. When people asked about
her surname and hometown, she only answered that she did not
know.

A EEEEEEEEEE AR A A

(53 ={a =5 =y =03 =y =y = =y =y =y g =y g =y =y g =y =y




@ Eft.t AE @ A BIOGRAPHY (F VENERABLE MASTER HSUAN HA @

Then the old woman staggered along with the inquistive
villagers following behind her. When she reached Xia-Wen-Shan’s
house, she threw her hat over the 9 feet wall and jumped over the
wall as well.

The villagers were very shocked to see that. After entering
the house, she wanted to sit on the brick platform. Xia-Wen-Shan’s
wife tried to stop her and asked what she wanted. she refused to
reply. Xia-Wen-Shan’s wife and daughter were both the Master’s
disciples.

They remembered that the Master had once told them
about the inconceivable power of The Great Compasssion Mantra.
So mother and daughter recited the Mantra aloud. When the old
woman heard that, she laid like a corpse on the brick platform.

The villagers quickly reported the case to the government
officers who were in charge of local affairs. The officers came and
pulled her to the General Office of the village. They asked her
about her hometown and she answered, ‘I am dead and I could
not care less about worldly affairs.”

Ather listening to that, those around her were terrified and
persuaded her to leave the village. At first, she refused. But later,
she agreed to leave. But Xia-Wen-Shan’s daughter suddenly fell
sick with a serious headache.

She become so confused that sha could not eat, sleep nor
talk. The whole family was extremely worried. On the twelfth of
the Third Lunar Month, the Master passed by the village after
settling some matters in Shuang-Cheng Province. As usual he
stayed at Upasaka Xia Zun-Xiang’s house.

Xia Wen-Shan’s wife quickly went to seek the Master’s
help. At that time, Han Gang-Ji was there too. The master said, “I
do not know how to heal her disease. But Han is able to see cause
and effect.” So the Master asked Han to take a look at her house.
On returning, Han told the Master, “Your Venerable, we should

[Ron ey =y =y oy =y =y ey =y =y ey =y my ey =y =y m y =y my m y i y iy iy iy iy g

® 2360

(53 =03 =y =y ={3 =y =y =y =y =y =y =y = g =y g =y = g = g =y = g oy

AR A A




@ Eft.t AEE @ A BIOGRAPHY (F VENERABLE MASTER HSUAN HA @

”

not interfere in this affair. ......

...... If we want to getinvolved, we may endanger ourselves
because her sickness is caused by the Wish Fulfilling Demonic
Woman. The demon has been cultivating the evil practices for
years and I am afraid that Your Venerable might be unable to
subdue her.”

The Master then asked, “Ultmately what will happen to
the patient?” Han said, “She will surely die!” The Master said,
“She has taken refuge with The Triple Jewel. I couldn’t just let
her die without tryling to save her. Besides I should save the demon
too so that she will not do more harm to others.”

“If I were to die for trying to save her,  am willing to. Let
us go and take a look.” The Master went with Han-Gang-Ji to
Xia’s family. The Master had truly penetrated the principle that
evils are unable to overcome Proper practives. As it turned out
the deviant practices of the demonic woman were unable to defeat
the Proper Dhama.

As she was unable to escape, she knelt down to the Master
and asked for forgiveness. The Master taught her The Four Noble
Truths and The Twelve Conditional Links of Causation. The
demonic woman awakened to the Way and was willing to leave
behind the deviant practices. She sought to take refuge under the
Master and vowed to protect and up hold The Triple Jewel.

The Master ordered her to stay temporarily and cultivate
in the Linglong Cave of Million Sages at Leifa Mountain in the
county of Dragon River at Jilin. She was named “The Vajra Wish
Fulfilling Woman.” The patient recovered after the demonic
woman took leave.

Atter seeing the strange happenings of the past few days,
the villagers greatly venerated the virtuous cultivation of the
Master. Many of them took refuge with The Triple Jewel and
hundreds of people brought forth the resolve to recite and uphold
The Great Compassion Mantra.
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THE RESPONSE

At the Shan-Xing Village of Shuang Cheng there was a
Manzhou army officer by the name Yang Shao-Ying. He was Yang
Yu-Kun'’s third son. He was stationed at Shan-Jiang province [It
is known as He-Jiang Province now]. In the 31st year of The
Republic, [or the ninth year of Kang-De] his mother and sister
came to visit.

His sister’s name was Shu-Lan. Yang Shao-Ying was very
worried as she was of a marriageable age. And so he arranged for
her to get engaged to a military officer Bai.

On the day of engagement, Shu-Lan fell sick suddenly. She
was unconscious for few days. Her family was very worried. One
day she woke up and told her mother, “The White Robe Guan Yin
is here. Quickly light the incense!” After saying that she stood up
and made obeisance.

Her mother saw that she was talking to someone and after
that she acted as if she was saying goodbye to a guest. Shu-Lau
told her mother, “ Just now Guan-Yin Pu Sa said that if I could
cultivate the way without getting married ...... .

”»
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«.....thenIcould be cured. I have agreed with her. Besides,
she also agreed that I could leave the home-life to cultivate after
my parents have passed away. She also said that a Dharma Master
will come to heal my sickness the next day.”

The next day, Shu-Lan, heard the inverted bell before The
Buddha ring three times. Then she saw a Dharma Master enter.
He was wearing a kerchief, a torn robe and was barefooted. He
carried a horsetail whisk and used it to whisk away the sickness.
He came three times a day for nine days.

The Dharma Master asked Shu-Lan, “Are you sure that
you can cultivate the Way?” She answered, “I will leave the home-
life after my recovery.” The Dharma Master then gave her a pill.
And she recovered after swallowing it.

‘When she was seriously sick, her mother had sent home a
telegram. Her father came quickly. But when he finally arrived,
Shu-Lan was fully recovered. Her mother told him about her
experience before and after the sickness.

Atter listening to that, her father was very mad and scolded,
“Her sickness was just a fever. Besides, how can a common being
see a Bodhisattva?” After that, he scolded his wife for being
Superstitious.

After listening to her father’s opinion, Shu-Lan was not sure
of herself anymore. Her firm resolve to leave the home-life was
weakened. Later she followed her mother to Shan-Xing village.
One night she dreamt of Maitreya Bodhisattva who told her, “Your
father can only live for another seven days.”

The nest day, she immediately told her father about the
dream. What she got was a good scolding for her father felt it was
all nonsense. But Shu-Lan was still worried for his safety. On the
sixth day, her father was going to do some shopping at Shuang
Cheng ......

Shu Lan tried to stop him from going for she was afraid
that her dream might turn out to be true. Her father refused to
@246 @
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listen and went to town instead. After buying light-bulbs and other
miscellaneous goods, ...... .

...... He walked to the bus station at Shuang Cheng. He
managed to buy a ticket and while he was walking out of the gate,
he fell unconscious on the ground. Mr. Meng, the police officer
who was on duty at the station quickly notified his family. He
passed away after reaching the house. He died on the seventh
day as predicted.

Yang Shi-Chao was the second son of Yang Yu-Kun. He
also disbelieved his sister. He stopped Shu-Lan from leaving the
home-life. Besides he slandered The Buddhas and spirits. One
night he had a dream. A Bodhisattva told him, “You will die in a
month’s time.”

On awakening, he found that it was a strange dream but
still did not feel remorseful. After a month, he died. It was during
the 34th year of The Republic, the 13th of the fifth Lunar Month.
Oh the 25th of the Twelfth Lunar Month, after the declaration of
Victory in the Sino-Japanese War, the Master went to Yang’s family.
Just as he was entering the house ......

Shu-Lan noticed him. She told her mother immediately,
The Dharma Master who healed me of my sickness at Shan-Jiang
Province is now here.” Quickly they welcomed and made
obeisance to Him.

The Master asked, “Do you still recognize me?” She
answered, “Yes, I do.” Again The Master asked, “Do you still
want to leave home?” She answered, “Formerly, as I was sick and
confused, I could not convince them of what I saw and so doubts
arose in me.”

“But now I know that everything that have happened were
true, I have made up my mind to leave the home-life.” From then
on, she became a vegetarian and recited The Buddha’s Name.
She led a pure and virtuous life after taking refuge with The Triple

Jewel.She also encouraged many of her relatives and next of kin to
take refuge with the Master.
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PAYING RESPECT TO

THE VENERABLE
MASTER HSU YUN

&

In 1948, the Master arrived at Nanhua Monastery in Bao
Lin Coaqi at Guangzhou to pay homage to the whole body sharira
of the Sixth Patriarch, Venerable Master Hui Neng and Venerable
Chan Master Da-Jian.

Then he went to pay respect to The Venerable Master Hsu-
Yun who was 109 years old. They talked as if they had long known
each other. The Venerable found the Master worthy to be the
Dharma Vessel and so appointed him as the Supervisor of the
Nanhua Monastery of Vinaya Academy.

The Master and The Venerable both upheld and adhered
strictly to the Precepts. So The Venerable appointed him to be
the Dean of the Academic Affairs of Nanhua Monastery of Vinaya
Academy. He was also The Venerable Certifier, the Guiding
Teacher in the Transmission of Precepts.

From the verse below, we can discern a little of the
Transmission of Mind to Mind Seal between the Master and The
Venerable Master Hsu-Yun: “The Noble Yun saw me and said,
‘Thus it is.” I saw The Noble Yun and verified, ‘Thus it is.”, The
Noble Yun and I are both Thus, And pervasively vowed that all
beings will also be Thus.”

In 1949, The Venerable Master Hsu Yun went back to The
Great Enlightenment Chan Manastery in Yun-Meng Shan,
Guangzhou, as the work of renovation was still in progress.

The Master then resigned from the post as the Dean and
went to bid fare well to The Venerable at Yun-Meng Shan. He
passed by Guangzhou and arrived at Hong Kong which was greatly
influenced by foreign culture and christianity.

"The Venerable wrote a letter to ask the Master to continue
as the Dean in the Nanhua Monastery of Vinaya Academy. But
when the Master thought about the great number of people in the
world who have not even heard of the word ‘Buddha’. He decided
to propagete The Buddha Dharma widely to every corner of the
world.
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THE
COMPASSIONATE
HEALER

From Shanghai the Master travelled by boat to Hankow,
before going to Guangzhuo. The boat owner gave free passage to
all left-home people as most people believe that they will bring
them safety and good luck.

In the boat, The Master saw a poor limping man. So, the
morning when the boat was approaching Hankow, he asked, “Why
can’t you walk properly?”

“On! People accused me of selling coal in the blackmarket
and locked me up in a cold and damp underground cell. My legs
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contracted rheumatism and now I cannot walk without a walking-
stick.”

The Master asked, “Do you wish to be cured?” The limping
man answered, “Of course!” The Master said, “Then put aside
your walking-stick.” The limping man said, “But I cannot walk
without it!” The Master said, “Of course I will help you! Don’t
you trust me?”

The limping man acted accordingly. The Master recited
The Great compassion Mantra while massaging his legs. After
fifteen minutes, he ordered the limping man to stand up, “Stand
up!” The limping man was able to stand up.

The Master said, “Walk! Run!” The limping man was so
glad that he ran around The Master. About 40 or so passengers
gathered around the Master and complained about the pain in their
hands and back. The Master asked humorously, “Aren’t you afraid
of being beaten up?”

So he hit everyone of them and soon they found that their
pain was gone. Gratefully they made offering to him. The money
thus collected amounted to 800 thousand yuan.

He used 200 thousand yuan to buy a train ticket to
Guangzhou. In fact he did not have any money as The Venerable
Master Ti-Jing did not return him his money when he reached
Shanghai.

Atthe station, the Master met Dharma Master Zhou-I. He
was also going to Guangzhou. As he did not have a train ticket, he
had decided to try his luck to cross the gate. So the Master
generously bought him one.

They travelled together on the train. But whenever the
train stopped Dharma Master Zhou would buy some food. Finally,
the Master took out all the money from his pocket and said, “Take
it alll” It saves me the trouble.”
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THE DUCK CAM
TO LISTEN TO THE SUTRA

In summer, 1952, the Master was lecturing on the
‘Pervasive Door Section’ in the Western Bliss Garden. On the
last day, a duck suddenly sneaked through the fence and lay still
outside the Buddha Hall. Itacted as if it was listening to the Sutra.

When people saw the duck at the door of the Buddha Hall,
they used a fan to chase it. After some time, it come back. Again
it was being chased away ......

...... Not very long after that, it returned. After being chased
for a few times, it still refused to leave. When the Master saw the
mayhem, he asked them to stop chasing it away.

Then the Master arranged for the duck to take refuge with
The Triple Jewel. After taking refuge, it entered the Buddha Hall
and walked around a sitting mat ......

Then it laid on the ground and nodded its head just as if it
was making obeisance. It only left after the Master finished
lecturing the Sutra. This is proof of The Buddha'’s saying, ‘All
living beings are endowed with The Buddha Nature.”
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THE PROPAGATION OF
DHARMA IN JIANGSI

In may, 1948, The Master was at Nanhuua Manastery. After
the transmission of precepts in Spring, he accepted the invitation
of the Non - Retreating Dharma Wheel Society at Nancheng County
in Jiangsi Province, to give a lecture on ‘Amitabha Sutra’. Even
though only about one hundred people turned up for the lecture

Many inconceivable responses occured because of the
sincerity of the lay disciples. Here are some of the inconceivable
happenings (1) an Upasake by the name Wan Gua-le had been
possessed by devils for more than 10 years, even though he had
invited the Monks and Taoists Teachers to recite The Sutras
besides taking part in the Great Compassion Repentance
Ceremony and the Leang-Huang Jewelled Repentance Ceremony.

Besides, he had also offered food and burnt paper money
to the hungry ghosts and other ghosts. But there was no effect on
his sickness after doing all these meritorious deeds. Unbelievably,
his sickness was miracurously cured after he attended the lecture
on Amitabha Sutra by The Master. The demons that once
possessed him left.

(2) Haif of the body of Upasaka Xu was paralysed. But
after listening to the Master’s lecture on Amitabha Sutra, he fully
recovered from his sickness. These two happenings were widely
known by people. From these we can see that not only the
recitation of Buddha’s Name and the practice of repentant
ceremonies can help to eradicate demonic afflictions, but listening
to the Sutra can also help too.
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THE VIRTUE THAT
SUBDUES THE DEMONS

Chen Rui-Chang was the boss of Da Chang Cloth Company
in Hong Kong. His niece Chen Jian-Kai had lost both parents at a
young age. So. Mr. And Mrs Chen treated her as their own child.
‘When Jian Kai was old enough to get married, Mr. Chen began to
search for a suitable hasband for her.

Finally, she got married into the Pang family in Hong-Kan,
Kawloon. But not long after that, her husband passed away. Jian-
Kai was so sad and confused that she went berserk.

The Chen couple was sad to see the sufferings of their niece.
They suspected that she was possessed by demons. So they
specially invite many Dharma Masters to recite Sutra and uphold
the Mantra in order to relieve her of demons and eradicate her
bad karma of the past.

But after reciting the sutra and upholding the mantra for
about 6 days, her sickness remained unchanged. A Dharma
Master who had some acquaintance with the Master advised Chen
to find the Venerable To-Lun so as to save his niece.

At that time, the Master was staying at Guanyin Cave in
Quanwan. One day he happened to come to Xingyuan to settle
some matters. Mr. Chen knew about his whereabouts and went
to seek help. The Master refused as he felt that he alone was
unable to subdue the demon. Mr. Chen did not give up and pleaded
perisistently for the Master’s help.

The Master saw that he was firm in will, so he consented to
go with him. When he entered the house, the niece was already
kneeling down to apologize. The Master scolded the demon that
possessed her and ordered her not to harm people anymore. The
demon agreed and left.

From then on, Jian-Kai fully recovered and lived like a
normal person. Mr. Chen saw with his own eyes all the happenings
and realised that a true cultivator of The Way who commands
owesome virtue is able to subdue the hordes of demons. So
together with his family he took refuge with the Master.
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REJOICING
OF THE GHOST

The 15th day of the 7th lunar month, 1954, was “the
Buddha’s Joyful Day.” The Master held the Ulbambana Ceremony
at Ci-Xing Chan Manastery in Dai Yu Shan for three days (the
13th, 14th and 15th days). Many Sangha members and lay disciples
took part in the assembly. Among them were Bhikshu Heng Yue,
Upasikas Guo-Gen, Guo-Quan and thirty others.
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They asked the Master to conduct the giving of precepts to
the deceased on the last day of the Dharma Assembly so that their
parents, brothers, spouses, relatives and ancestros could leave the
sufferings in the hells and hungry ghosts realms. The Master
gave his consent to conduct the ceremony.

So, at 9:30 p.m., on the 15th day, the precept platform was
erected at the ground floor. At about 10:00 p.m., after inviting The
Buddhas and sages to attend the assembly, the Master returned
to his seat. Suddenly, voices were heard around the precept
platform. The Master knew that the ghosts had come to rejoice.

At that moment, Dharma Master Heng-Yue who was
kneeling before the precept platfrom, was holding his father’s
spiritual plaque. Suddenly he saw his father appear before him.
Another two Upasikas, Tan and Wen were getting ready to rest in
the bedroom. They planned to ge down hill at 4:00 a.m. the next
morning to take the 7:00 a.m. ferry to Hong Kong.

Atfter they had closed the door, they suddenly heard voices
and footsteps in the corridor, just as though many people were
walking by ......

At first, they thought there people coming upstairs. But
after opening the door, there was no one outside. When the door
was closed, the sound of chaotic footsteps was heard again ......

Then they realised that it could be ghosts and they were
terrified. The Master’s disciple Heng Ding was cultivating alone
in a small hur which was about a few hundred feet from The
Buddha Hall. It was situated beside a road. Whoever walked
downhill must pass by the front of the hut.

At about 10:30 p.m. that night, he heard lots of footsteps
passing by and going down the hill. These people talked and
laughed as they walked pass. It was really chaotic. When the two
Upasikas and Dharma Master Heng Ding related the happenings,
they found that it was really extraordinary.
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LI'S MOTHER SOUGHT
TO BE CROSSED OVER

After building The Western Bliss Garden, the Master’s
disciples increased in number as he had a permanent place now.
To satisfy their needs, many Dharma Assemblies were conducted,;
including the erecting of Ancestor plaques and the transmission
of precepts for the deceased.

One day, there was a Transmission of Precepts for the
deceased Dharma Assembly at Western Bliss Garden. The
Master’s disciple Li Guo he also registered on behalf of his
ancestors to receive the precept. But he forgot to write down his
mother’s name. When he followed the crowd home, he suddenly
experienced great pain in his legs half way down the hill.

When he wanted to walk on, the pain was so severe that he
could not even take an extra step. But when he turned back to
walk uphill, he could walk nautrally. He tried for a few times and
the experience was repeated. Finally he decided to walk back to
the Garden Monastery.

When he saw the Master, he told him about it. The Master
asked smilingly, “Did you forget to register on behalf of your
mother to take the precepts for the deceased?” Li guo He suddenly
realized his fault.

So he quickly registered on his mother’s behalf to receive
the precepts for the deceased. After that the pain was gone when
he walked down the hill.

A EEEEEEEEEE AR A A

(53 ={a =5 =y =03 =y =y = =y =y =y g =y g =y =y g =y =y




o 'E'ﬂ:.l:kuﬁ @ A BIOGRAPHT OF VENERABLE MASTER HSUAN A @
T AN AT TV \“w V A/F\:'

3

- M\}\\Uh _
““\Inl -'f’, —
H Z 8




® (Sl T ©

(aefn =gyl =iy =gy ufy=fy=fy oy =iy ofy ufy =fy =gy uy =iy =fy ufy =y =fy oy =fy =fy oy =iy oy oy ufy oy oy ufy =y ufy =y =

P RrERTE SxEmnE—RT
2E+. L FEEEE, TRIRET.
EE A R, BIEEAREE B
z*%%#m&—¢%ﬂm11LAME—
BB

B—% FARMSEESR StETE
SKEER— AR, R—=, ZEE 1A
HIERINT, H#RMESSZREL.

FESTH, e L AR, =
LERBRLEAE: AL, RIEENRE
E, ERE—AIILIE! RIOKEATH
B EERE—ABHRE=ER -

e JEHERERBER? ROFE
SRR — A AEWREE, &
AR, ) (R A2 e — 6
EHE, SERER WERREME).

AR AR AKWEOE? LTRSS
A VR4, HREAZM, EH
HABEERT, AEXREENED, X2
AESM !

(53 ={a =5 =y =03 =y =y = =y =y =y g =y g =y =y g =y =y

-

A A A




@ Eft.t AE @ A BIOGRAPHY (F VENERABLE MASTER HSUAN HA @

2

A= =tu=fu={u={u = ={u={x s o o s = o = n s o n e n s o n e n = =y oy = = =y =l = = =

02840 .7 1 / ’ o

A rErErE DD A e R DR B b

AR A A




@ Eft.t AEE @ A BIOGRAPHY (F VENERABLE MASTER HSUAN HA @

i, nEmesE— =0 Ham
B, 1B RS i, E A AR
%,ﬁﬁm%%m!m%mgﬁm@T
MRt g

T ok AMBhRERE EASKA
¥ ERORMEET. BESATEMA,
BERSITF T AL, AEFREERME =
ROk, HEREIR T X S ERAE A 7K IR 7

Frzmppa nmpesraT, e
xRk, DIRDHELE  XEHEK! ) B
B+ AFEIEk, RSl « ke, |

s rRrEE T, BRESRSE
T—ABE SR BEAORT. ) BE
KBRS RRERE 5, RGNS
g 2

KA BERER RS S, 5
EEEE KU, | JLEE, BiiAHN
BT—1B3m EHEB.

Rinz—reEny SEsSwREs
BERBOEEMEL, BAFRRER, 17
NFFREEAT, o AT L T 0 |

(53 ={a =5 =y =03 =y =y = =y =y =y g =y g =y =y g =y =y

A EEEEEEEEEE AR A A

(aefn =gy fy =fy =gy ufy=fy=dy uy =iy ofy ufy ufy =gy uy =iy =fy ufy =fy =fy oy =iy =fy oy =iy oy o y =iy oy oy ufy =y ufy =y =




DIFFICULT IT IS
TO FIND FAITH

An old Upasika Luo ofter came to make obeisance to The
Buddha in The Western Bliss Garden Monastery. Her son had
married for quite some time but still did not have any children.
She often implored the Master, “Your Venerable, please be kind
and ask The Buddhas and Bodhisattvas to give me a grandson.
“The Master just laughed.

One day the Master was washing his feet in a basin of water.
Then the bell at the wooden gate of the garden rang and Upasika
Lou came in.

After making obeisance to The Buddha, she knelt before
the Master and said sadly, ‘Master, please be kind and help me to
get a grandson! We have a small household and I hope to have a
grandson to be the heir of the lineage ......”
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...... If not, how can I face The Lau’s ancestors? Today I
am here to make a vow sincerely before the Master. I will do
anything in accord with your order.” [For she thought that the
Master would ask her to donate some money to build The
Buddha’s statue or repair the temple. She was willing to donate.]

“Do you have such good faith? In the olden days, the
cultivators could company with the Master’s orders. This is
because they have renounced everything, so that they can bring
forth solid and immutable faith. Itis not easy really!”

“Your Venerable, I will listen to the Master if I could have
a grandson.” Upasika Lou said decidedly. The Master said, “Then,
let me fulfil you wish! Can you drink this basin of water?”

Madam Lou was so shocked for she had never expected
such words from the Master. Only those with great wisdom, who
have renounced the six dust, and are not attached to form, sound,
smell, taste, sense of touch and Dharma, are able to do accordingly.
Otherwise, who can really drink such a basin of filthy water?

The Master waited for quite some time. He saw that she
could never drink it. So he took the basin and as he drank, he
said, “This is the sweet dew water.” Upasika Lou regretted when
she saw the Master drinking the water, “Let me drink, please.”

“If you could drink earlier, maybe you could get a grandson
and fulfil your wish. But now it is all too late.” Upasika Lou cried
uncontrollably, “Master, do I still have any chance?”

“From now on recite The Buddha’s Name sincerely at
home. The Buddha and Bodhisattva will help those who are
sincere.” After a few years, Madam Lou managed to get to a
grandson and was very happy.

If we wish to be successful, it is of utmost importance to
have firm and solid will-power and good faith, to endure what others
cannot endure, to practise what others find difficult to do. Then
we will be sucessful with just a little effort!
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THE GHOST SOUGHT
TO TAKE PRECEPTS

In the present society, there are all kinds of disasters and
calamities which occur because of living beings’ karmic force.
The Master witnessed the sufferings in the world and gathered in
the strength of the multitude so as to save the world.

So, on Amitabha Buddha'’s Birthday, the 17th of the 11th
lunar month, 1952, the Master conducted the Buddha Recitation
Sessions for seven days. Everyday the recitation of Amitabha
Buddha would start at 8:00a.m. and eng at 7:00p.m..

The Western Bliss Garden Monastery is situated on a hill.
Those who wish to attend the Dharma Assembly have to spend
some time traveling uphill. But still many of them turned up. On
the 5th day (i.e. The 15th of the 11th lunar month), during the
ending session of the 6th stick of incense, suddenly Zhang Guo-
Yu was possessed by a ghost.

He knelt before the Master and sought to take the five
Precepts. Only after the Master had consented did Guo-Yu wake
up. All the participats in the assembly were surprised to witness
the incident. Even ghosts know the importance of taking percepts!
How about people? Don’t they care to cultivate?
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THE CURE OF
A FESTERING HEAD

Huang Xue-Mei was the niece of Upasaka Gan Guo-Yan.
100 days after her birth, her head began to fester. It was covered
with blood and pus and was extremely smelly. The condition
worsened especially during the hot summer days.

She was nearly bald and looked ugly. Even Chinese and
Western medicines had no effect on her. And her father passed
away when she was twelve years old.

Her mother worked as a servant to raise her. But the whole
salary was spent on medical fees. There was no improvement in
her condition and her mother was indeed saddened.

Her sickness remained unchanged when she was ten years
old. She had the chance to take refuge with the Master. After that
the festering wound gradually healed.

Slowly her hair began to grow and her sickness was
miraculously cured. Now, look at her thick hair, no one can really
imagine how she looked before.
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PRINTING S
AND MOULDING IMAGES

The Buddha’s Sutras are invaluable and meaningful tools
which help to propagate Buddha Dharma to benefit living beings.
They are like the bright lamps in darkness. Without the Sutras,
the Heavenly and Human Realms will resemble the long dark night
with no illumination.

That is why the translation of Budhas’s Sutras, and the
propagation of the Triple Stores of Jewelled Canon are of the utmost
importance to save and cross over the living beings. The Master
was not heedless in his compassionate vows to proclaim the
Buddha Dharma. He had printed Sutras like “The Universal Door
Chapter”, “The Earth Store Sutra”, “ The Vajra Sutra”, “The
Shurangama Sutra” and others besides circulating them widely.

He aiso employed an artist to draw “The Record of The
Venerable Master Hsu Yun” and printed it. The Master also wrote
verses in praise of The Venerable. “The Pictorial Records of The
Venerabla Master Hsu-Yun” is a sagely biography with abundant
pictures and records which should be read by all. The Master
also employed a creative Master Craftsman to carve and mould
The Buddha Statues.

By doing so, it s hoped that the Thirty-two signs of form
appearance of Great Beings and the Eighty Subtle features will be
engraved on all living beings’ mind, so that all can bring forth
The Great Bodhi Mind and Great Vows. The aim of the Master is
to see that the propagation of Proper Dharma will always remain
in the world to benefit all beings. The Master was not afraid of
difficulties. He was determined to print and circulate the Sutras
widely besides moulding Buddha’s Images.
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MIRACLE OF THE BOY
WITH A HEART DISEASE

He was only 13 years old but most of the time he had to lie
in bed. Children of his age were studying and playing but he had
to follow the doctor’s advice to rest at home.

If not, his heart might stop pumping any time and his life
would be in danger. He was Wen Guo-Mi, a disciple of the Master.
His father had long passed away. He was the only son in a lineage
of nine generations.

One day, a sister who was older than him by four years
had secretly become a Buddhist without the knowledge of the elder
sisters, who were Christians. She brought back a book : “The
records of The Chan Master To-Lun.”

He built up great respect for the Master and asked his sister
to bring him along. She refused and said, “You have to walk up
more than 200 flight of stairs before reaching The Western Bliss
Garden Monastery. If you have a heart-attack on the way, I will be
blamed by others!”
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From that day onwards, he secretly made obeisance to the
image of the Master on the book. After three months, the Master
walked out from the image, rubbed his crown while he was making
obeicance in the room one day.

So he decided to go to the Western Bliss Garden Monastery
to pay respect to the Master Tu-Lun. Her sister was touched by
his sincerity. It was strange that he could walk up the hill without
any pain in his heart. The breathing was normal too.

From then onwards, he often sneaked out secretly to the
Western Bliss Monastery. After checking, the doctor was surprised
that his heart beat was normal. As he was quite intelligent, he
managed to cover the school syllabus within a short period of time
even though he had long stopped schooling.

He finished his Higher Secondary School Education at the
age of 19. He was successful in studies besides cultivating
diligently. In fact he could even sit in meditation in the toilet! Once,
the Master remained silent while sitting in The Buddha Lecture
Hall.

Instead, he asked Guo-Mi to lecture on his behalf. The
audience was unhappy. They thought, “We came to listen to the
Master’s lecture. How could he allow a teenager to give us all
these nonsence!”

“What Guo-Mi has said was the same as what I have
intended to say. He was teaching in accordance with my mind.”
This shows that it in difficult not to give rise to a discriminating
mind!

After the lecture, the Master gave the following instruction,
“Most people are attached to the outer appearance. Once they
realize that it is not the Master who gives the lecture, they give
rise to a discriminating mind, without any consideration of the
correctness of The Sutra’s explanation.”

A EEEEEEEEEE AR A A

(aefn =gy fy =fy =gy ufy=fy=dy uy =iy ofy ufy ufy =gy uy =iy =fy ufy =fy =fy oy =iy =fy oy =iy oy o y =iy oy oy ufy =y ufy =y =

(53 ={a =5 =y =03 =y =y = =y =y =y g =y g =y =y g =y =y




§=d fa =ty =ty =l obu =ty =l = u =fu =t = s =fu =ty =t s =t u =t = s =fu =t =4 = n =fa = =i =fu == = n=hn ==

(i

@3t Af: @ A BIGRAPHY OF VENERABLE WASTER BSAN A @

H:l ® 306 @

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE




* [EZEH ®

(aefn =gy fy =iy =gy ufy =iy =fy ufy =iy ofy ufy ufy =fy uy =iy =fy ufy =y =fy oy =iy =fy oy =iy oy oy =y =y oy ufy =y ufy =y =

EFrzepnezarmszruan
WESEHE, CEEE, EEXLEHR
BIfE, X T—REiEnmpsits.
ABESREY, F5% 2 A\BFox
(—AEN) ERA+ZATFF—RN+E
5.

=

ZLHERARTFEELENES, BSE
A BRI, BRAEE, kAR,
RS, 1 BRE AL AR | KFHIR
EME=X, FABBEBFMELIL MK
TTEREMEEEAAGRERS .

Sl

WorsT it —+—%, BER
kR —E 4R, 1R E S
R, BEAHtRLMEERAL. HES
AR, BEGENLMEEZMETH
SMXZIFNEE (KBEEL) HIER =,

A EEEEEEEEEE AR A A

(53 ={a =5 =y =03 =y =y = =y =y =y g =y g =y =y g =y =y




[l

®EftLA

@ A BIOGRAPHT OF VENERABLE MASTER HSUAN A @

iy i el i i e i i i e e i i e e i i e e i

\

.......

e TY AR
- ,

ks .7
Hle308e ¥ 3

Ao R T A A




@ Eft.t AEE @ A BIOGRAPHY (F VENERABLE MASTER HSUAN HA @

+ EumE, EARTHECEFEE
RIS EE 2SR EREE. +\
B iRIEEE, BER+ Sk RED,
REREMEFT.  2F ) ZEEKLEE
58, REFEETHES.

(R (25 1 &FE,
BRI I, EETE. | BRI
BHEEF, HRSMESE. At AX
s THGHE N = BARE, HALE S
Mg ki — KA B — = —17.

B\ m i tiEE: e R
K, BEUKKEHIT. TESRSEL B
TEREAL. | BREE AUERE R
El, BB

CETEORH, WERE ARiE =
S, BT A, A BB,
BER SE-Z EENA ZEER &
B EEES. FE—tk BAER, B
K. |

B REggt, EEIEEER R
AR, DU AR AT, AL,
ER . KRR E R, BT,

o IR EANERTLL @

A EEEEEEEEEE AR A A

(aefn =gy fy =fy =gy ufy=fy=dy uy =iy ofy ufy ufy =gy uy =iy =fy ufy =fy =fy oy =iy =fy oy =iy oy o y =iy oy oy ufy =y ufy =y =

(53 ={a =5 =y =03 =y =y = =y =y =y g =y g =y =y g =y =y




THE VENERABLE

MASTER HSU YUN
PERFECTED STILLNESS

The Master was holding the telegram from Zhen-Ru Chan
Monastery, Yun-Ju Shan in Jiang-Xi Province which stated, “The
Venerable entered Stillness on the 12th of 9th Lunar Month in
1959, at 1:45p.m. .” He was sad of the loss of the Venerable. Living
beings are to be pitied if they are without the guidance of a
Bodhisattva.

The Venerable perfected stillness peacefully at Zhen-Ru
Chan Manastery, Yun Ju Shan. He advised future beings to
“Diligently cultivate precepts, samadhi and wisdom. And put to
extinction all greed, hatred and delusion, forget oneself for the
sake of The Dharma. Be repectful and love each other.”

It was sad news! On the 2nd day after receiving the
telegram, the Master gathered the disciples and Upasakas to set
up a committee to conduct” The Ceremony in Remembrance of
The Venerable Master Hsu Yun’s Perfection of Nirvana.”

After the meeting, it was decided that the Buddha Recitation
session would last 21 days which would then be followed by “The
Great Prajna Session” which would last 120 day. The members
sent out more than a hundred telegrams to all Buddhist
Associations in to world. Besides, news was published in Hong
Kong to notify the Buddhists and Hsu Yun'’s disciple to attend the
recitation of 600 chapters of “Great Prajna sutra” in remembrance
of The Venerable.

On the 4th of the 10th lunar month, The Master sent two
disciples to Yun Ju Shan to welcome the Sharira of The Venerable
Master Hsu-Yun and made offerings to them. On the 18th day,
the disciples reached Hong Kong, together with some colourful,
bright, shining and solid Sharira.

Sharira are the spiritual bones of the remains from the
cremation of a cultivator’s body. They are the crystals which are
formed from solid cultivation and wisdom
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According to the chapter on the ‘Renunciation of a body’
in “The Golden Light Illumination Sutra’, Sharira are rarely found.
They come forth from the cultivation of precepts, samadhi and
wisdom. So if we make obeisance and offering to Sahrira, it is the
same as making offering to the Triple Jewel. The Venerable acted
as the eyes of the sentient beings to lead them out of the Triple
Realm. Itis a great loss to the Human and Heavenly realms to
have him gone forever. We can only try hard to awaken ourselves
by following The Venerable’s conduct.

And to obey the remaining verses of The Venerable, “The
prawn takes pity on an ant’s life by sacrificing itself to remain on
land. I pity the water creatures and therefore wish to go down the
river, hoping that those water creatures who receive the offering
of my body, will certify to Bodhi and cross over all beings.”

“May all my Dharma friends not worry about me; for birth
and death are in accord with the Karmic forces; just like the silk
worm which remains in its cocoon.”

“When a man is deluded by greedy desires, he is bound by
worry and joy. If he wishes to eradicate such a disaster, he must
cultivate The Path diligently. Then he will be in accord with non-
returning, and clearly penetrate the mind ground of the self-nature.
When he can sever the sentiment of love and hatred, he will be
liberated from the danger of transmigration in the six paths.”

“Investigate and purify the Triple Learning. And with firm
resolve uphold the Four Mindfulness. When we have fully
accomplished the vows, with the false body that resembles the
dews and lightning, then we will certify to True Emptiness, and
awaken to “all Dharmas share the same Body.” We like the foam
on the water surface which accords with conditions”.

“After the cremation of my body, please grind the bones
into powder, and mixed it with oil, sugar and flours, mould the
mixture into small pellets. Please put them into the river, as an
offering to water creature. Do help to fulfil my wish. Thank you
very mush. The one who repays the debt, Hsu Yun makes
obeisance respectfully.”
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BLALLIh R,

May the merit and virtue accrued from this work,

EFEL,

Adorn the Buddhas’ Pure Lands,
FIRMESR,

Repaying four kinds of kindness above,
THR=&E,
And aiding those suffering in the paths below.

ERLEE,

May those who see and hear of this,
BERERD,
Al bring forth the resolve for Enlightenment,

Rit—#k &,

And when this retribution body is over,

BERKE,

Be born togerhter in the Land of Ultimate Bliss.
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THE TEN GREAT BENEFITS OF

BUDDHA RECITATION

=

(1) Throughout the days and nights, all the invisible
Heavenly Spiritual Generals Of Great Strength
always protect the cultivators.

(2) The twenty-five Great Bodhisattvas including Guan
Shi Yin Bodhisattva always protect and take care
of the cultivators.

(3) Throughout the days and nights, all the Buddhas
are always protective and are mindful of the
cultivators. Amitabha Buddha often emits bright
light to shine on the cultivators so as to gather them
in.

(4) The cultivators will never be harmed by all evil
ghosts, Yakshas and Rakshas. Even the poisonous
snakes will be unable to hurt them. Neither will they
die of poisons.

(5) The cultivators are free from the disasters such as
flood and fire. They will not be harmed by enemies
or robbers, neither will they be killed with knives,
guns or cannons. They will not be caught in
handcuffs or sent to prison. Neither will they be killed
inaccidents.

(6) The sinful karmas which were committed by them
in their previous lives will all be eradicated.

(7) They will have auspicious dreams or they may be
able to see the supremely wonderful golden body of
Amitabha Buddha.

(8) They are always happy, with bright and shining
complexion. They are always energetic and all their
undertakings will be successful.

(9) All the worldly people are always respectful
towards them. They make obeisance to them just as
though they are The Buddhas.

(10) They will not be frightened at their deathbed. There
will arise in them the Proper Mindfulness. The three
Sages from the Western World Of Ultimate Bliss
will come to receive them in their golden dais so
that they will be born from transformation in the
lotuses in the Pure Land. The cultivators will
forever enjoy the supremely wonderful bliss.

(Please take note: The first nine benefits are the advan-

tages which are enjoyed by the cultivators presently as they

can transform all adversities and eradicate disasters and
sufferings. The last benefit is to be able to leave the wheel
of transmigration forever when one's lifespan is over.)
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The Dharma Protector:

® VAJRAPANI BODDHISATTVA @
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