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AMITABHA BUDDHA
ISTHE GREAT NAME

Amitabha Buddha cultivated the Forty-eight
Great vows for many lives in many kalpas.
Presently He is known as The King of Great
Vows, The Buddha King, the Dharma King and
The ng of Merits and Virtues!

Sakyamuni Buddha had spoken The Dharma
for forty-nine years. When He taught us the Pure
Land Dharma, He told us to recite Amitabha
Buddha's Name, the Great Name that is Ultimate.
The Name is the Unsurpassed Dharma, the
marrow of Buddhism.

Aed g ny uky ufy ufyufyedyudy afyuly afy uky ufyufyufy =gy ady nfyufyutyafy =y iy ufy ufyufy =fy uy ufy =y yudy

20

(aeds oy =y ey wily wl s o s oy oyl my oy oy ey o iy oy = 5wy iy =

(R=d 8 =0a =y ey my my iy sy =y =y =y =y =y i = = =y iy = = =y =y gy =y = g = = = =




AMITABHA BUDDHA
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The Buddha’s Name is the Great Seal which
liberates living beings from the Samsara of Birth
and Death. The Buddha’s Name is replete with
Perfect Blessings and Virtues, the deep and
wonderful wisdom, the Sea-like Buddha Dharma.
It is the ultimate, unsurpassed, wonderful Great
Dharma!

By sincerely reciting Amitabha Buddha’'s
Name once, it helps us to eradicate heavy
offences in eighty billions kalpas of birth and
death. Among the eighty-four thousand Dharma
Doors, Amitabha Buddha is the foremost!

The Buddha’s Name encompasses the fruits
of all merits and virtues, the central teaching of
the Tripitaka and the twelve cannons of Sutras,
the six Paramitas and the millions of myriad
practices, the seventeen hundred discussion of
the Chan-School, and all the precepts. Indeed the
Buddha’s Name gathers in the eighty-four
thousand Ganges Sands Dharma Doors of
Practice.

The Buddha Recitation Dharma is the
Dharma Door of Dharanis in Buddhism. This
pervasive Dharma Door is practised by Great
Bodhisattvas such as Manjushri Bodhisattva and
the Universal Worthy Bodhisattva. It also gathers
in the living beings of inferior roots who have
committed the Five Rebellious Acts and the Ten
evil deeds, the beings of the Hells. Even people
who can recite the Name once or ten times on
their deathbed will attain a rebirth in the Pure
Land. So, it is the most convenient Dharma
among the expediency, the Ultimate practice
amidst the ultimate Dharmas. If millions of
people practise this Dharma Door, all of them will
be certain of a rebirth!
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THE
VENERABLE MASTER
HSUAN HUA'S TALKS

"GHOSTS

On February 1981
AT THE CITY OF TEN THOUSAND BUDDHAS
(With Excerpts From The Shurangama
Mantra Verses)

K. J. TEOH
@ Translated BY: ppom HAT STANG @

@50

A =08=La =ty nfy mn my =ty =y =gy =y =y =y =y =gy =y =y = =y =g =y =y =y =y = 5 = = = = =

gt p ety gy et syl y u g uy o gl g ufy ey niy ni g iy iy e gy mi y my gy ol mf§ mf  m y iy gy ey g

5=y =t oy mhn wf oy oy of s mfy iy oy iy s ey iy 3w oy =y o i =




o THE VENERABLE HASTER ESUAN HUA'STALES ONGROSIS @ e LAk f@

B wmnskRe, —M AL S e S
i BORT RRSATE. ML
ENG, EREL NHEM, KEE

There are many types of ghost. Most people think of
ghost as something very scary, with a large mouth and sharp
protruding teeth. Actually, that is not really so. Sometimes a
ghost can transform itself to look like a human being. At a
glance it may appear to be a human, but actually it is a ghost.
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Ghosts can also transform themselves into animals, such
as horses, cows, goats, dogs, fish, rabbit, etc. To those who
had opened their Five Eyes, no ghosts can ever fool them.

Why are they able to transform themselves? It is be-
cause they have spiritual powers. They can also change them-
selves into ants, insects, flies, birds an bees, etc.
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As an example : In Spring when flowers bloom,
Swarms of bees for nectar roam;
But amidst the flowers of multi-hues
Are bees we find to be false and true.
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Those real bees are the results of their karmic retribution.
The “false” bees are the transformations of ghosts. They just
fly around to gather and drink in the sweet nectar. But, do
not presume that they cannot be differentiated.
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Everyday you look at them and still you cannot recognise
their difference. So it is said: “Right in front of where you
are, you see not Kuan-Yin Bodhisattva.” Or “Right before your
eyes, Ghosts you cannot recognise.” Now, as we are study-
ing the Shurangama Mantra, we begin to understand that
ghosts too have their many differences, whether in forms or
colours. These are the results of their karmic retributions.
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In the Shurangama Mantra are mainly found the names
of Ghost and Spirit-Kings, such as YAKSA (the Ghost-King
who causes sicknesses), RAKSHASA (the Ghost-King who
frightens people), the Soul-Keeping Ghost, the Corpse-Keep-
ing Ghost, etc...

...Kumbhanda (the Ghost-King who manifests into dif-
ferent forms), the Huge-Body Ghost, the Crazy-Ghost, the
Smelly-Ghost; PUTANA (the Ghost-King of Evil Smells), Heat-
Ghost, Cold-Ghost, Shadow-Ghost, Music-Ghost, etc...
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...Others like Flower-eating Ghost, Labour-eating ghost,
Foetus-eating Ghost, Finger-eating Ghost, Lamp-eating
Ghost, the Five Grains-eating Ghost: ghosts transformations
are uncountable, limitless, too numerous to record.

Before we have heard of the Shurangama Mantra, we
are not aware that there are so many kinds of ghosts in the
world. After listening to it, we now know there are so many
kinds of ghosts! Of course there are more ghosts than human
beings. Human beings create so much of evil karmic offences
that they will be reborn into the ghosts realms, and could
not extricate themselves from there.
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Once the Lord Buddha after grabbing a handful of earth,
asked a disciple: “Tell me, is the earth in my palm more or
the earth in the ground more?” The disciple answered: “Surely
the earth on the ground is more.”
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The Lord Buddha continued: “To have a human body is
like the earth in my palm, to lose the human body is like the
earth in the ground.” Those who throw away or waste away
their human bodies are as plenty as the earth in the ground.
After losing their human bodies, what become of them? Surely
they are off to become ghosts! Need this be asked?
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That is why there are more ghosts than human beings.
Even if electronic-computers are used it is impossible to cal-
culate all of them, unless ‘ spiritual computers’ are use. ' Spiri-
tual computers’ are also called ' Heavenly computers’ . Some-
one asked: “When did you invent this Heavenly computer?”

It is not invented by me. If you don’t believe you may go
up to the Heavens and have a look. This ‘ Heavenly com-
puter’ required no one to look after it. Morever, it does not to
be activated to function. Whatever you wanted to know, it
will automatically tell you.
AR RN
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What s on your mind now? The Heavenly computer will
instantly know. It is miraculously wonderful, and as such is
termed ‘ spiritual’ . Unfortunately, even by employing such a
‘ Spiritual computer’' to figure out the number of ghosts is
futile because they are too numerous.

The moment the figure has been computed, it would have
multiplied by a hundred thousand million times. After only
a second, the figure multiplies itself by the same again. There
is no way to get an accurate calculation. This is because
ghosts can be in Heaven in a moment and appear on earth in
the next, for they are without permanent stations.
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Even ghosts have their kith and kin, and friends. When
they know of a place where there is food, they will invite all
their friends there to eat. For example: the ‘ Flower-eating
Ghosts’ can transform themselves into bees or butterflies,
and roaming everywhere, they drink in the honey-dews and
sweet nectar of flowers that they can find.
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The Karmic retribution of hungry ghosts is to be burned
continuously. Fires burn externally and internally in their
bodies, resulting in excruciating pain and suffering which
words cannot describe.

Why are there such karmic retributions? It is because
when they were human beings, they were very hot-tempered.
After death, they were reborn into the ghost-realms and they
had never improved. Hence, as hungry-ghosts they are put
to the flames to be burned continuously.
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But, if a ghost has tasted some sweet nectar from a flower,
the heat in its body will lessen and it will experience a few
seconds of comforting bliss. The retribution of karmic causes
follow us like a shadow, like a foot-print; hence, do be mind-
ful always of our every actions.

® 190

E%%%%%E%EEE%E?%é%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%

gt gty ety g u g u g o gy g uy niy ni g n g g e gy mi y my g oy eyl mf y m y iy gy ey g

5oy of s wy mhn wf ey oy of s mfy mily oy iy s ey iy 3w oy iy o i =




o THE VENERABLE HASTER ESUAN HUA'STALES ONGROSIS @ e LAk f@

N 5—mm, tHAE SRENHE
YIS, AN RENH, B2 (—)
ggﬁrﬁﬁﬁi,ﬂﬁm%%ﬁ%,“%ﬁ
=L, o

There is another type of ghosts that only eat fruits. All
living beings have to eat in order to live. On eating, there are
4 types of eating habits namely: 1) Eating by Sharing and
Proportioning. All living beings that breathe, have blood and
emotions belong to this group.
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Eating by sharing means, you have your portion and I
have my share. Eating by proportioning means, to eat por-
tions or in parts. Viz: we eat in the morning, in the afternoon
and in the evening. In between these 3 meals, we do not eat.
This is called eating by proportioning.
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Human beings and animals eat by sharing and propor-
tioning. The other 3 types are: 2) Eating by touch or coming
into contact with. Just by touching the food one has eaten.
Ghosts eat by just contacting the food. 3) Eating by visualiz-
ing. Just to think of eating food and one has already eaten.
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The Heavenly beings eat by visualizing.

4) Eating at the sub-conscious level. Even the thought of
eating is not present at the eight stage of the Sub-
Consciousness, yet eating has taken place. Beyond the
Heaven, at the Fourth Emptiness Heaven, eating is all through
the Sub-consciousness.
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Animals live together with their own breed. Birds of a
feather flock together. But is a bird from a different breed
were to live with birds from another breed. It will not be
welcomed. Definitely a fight will ensue,
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Sometimes, in the Holy Woods of Ten Thousand Pines at
the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas, the cranes and eagles liv-
ing there will get into a fight. Last year a crane was badly
injured and it fell onto the ground.
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A young man name Kuo-Thor befriended to crane. (Per-
haps in his past life he was a crane, and after listening and
understanding the Buddha-Dharma, he was reborn as a hu-

man being.) When Kuo-Thor saw his injured friend, the crane,
in suffering, he quickly sent it to the hospital for treatment.
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Unfortunately, the veterinarian could not help much. So,
the crane was returned to the Woods. Although it could fend
itself, the eagles finally got the better of it. From this, we can
know that all living beings will only want to be with their
same breed and families.
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Now back to the topic, living beings rely on food in or-
der to survive. Take eating an apple for example. When an
apple is just plucked from the tree, it is two. Now, and apple
is not only an apple, on top of the apple there is another

‘apple’.
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Someone asked: ‘ How come I cannot see it?"” If you can
see it, you would have eaten it. Of these two apples, one is
the ‘ shadow’ or it can also be called the apple’s ‘ nature’ or
‘ essence’.

With the same reasoning, every person is not one; he
has a ' soul' with him. But this ‘soul’ is hidden inside him
and does not reveal itself. If this ‘ soul’ were to come out of
his body, the demons would have gobbled it up!
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No matter from what substance or in what form a hu-
man being is created, behind his back there is the ' shadow’
or ‘soul’. For example, if in his past life he was a horse, then
behind his back, there will be a ‘ shadow’ of a horse.

Whatever the animals may be -- cows, goats, fowls or
dogs, behind their backs lie that ‘ shadow’. To those who
possess the ‘ Five Eyes’, they are able to see that ‘ shadow’.
And they may exclaim: “Ah! So he was a dog in his past life!”
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That is why not many people are able to possess to 5-
Eyes. Otherwise they will simply reveal the problems of oth-
ers in their past lives. Hence the saying: ‘ Heaven's secrets
should not be disclosed.”
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Fruits are not animals as they are bloodless, but fruits
are living things. All living things and living beings of natu-
ral essences have embodiments. To make offerings of fruits
to the Buddhas and Bodhisattvas, to gods, devas and spirits,
is to consume the natural essences of the fruits.
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Ghosts do not eat by holding and biting the fruits. They
eat the fruits by mere touching and siphoning off the natural
essences of the fruits. That is why fruits that have been
offered to the Buddhas, spirits or ghosts often tasted differ-
ently. This is because the natural essences of the fruits have
already been taken away.
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F ruits that are offered to the Buddhas do not last long.
They rot very quickly. Just like human beings when intact
with their human-nature (‘ soul'), they live. But as soon as
the ‘soul’ leaves the body, the body begins to collapse, dis-
integrate and rot away. Death has taken place.
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Of the four types of Eating Habits, ghosts eat by smell-
ing and touching the food. This eating habit is unlike the
eating habit of human beings; whereby we need to bite, chew
and then swallow the morsel of food in our mouths. It's quite
cumbersome.
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Someone has asked me: “How do you come to know all
about these?” Oh!It's because in one of my past lives, I was
a ghost! And I can still remember it! Ghosts eat by mere
touching of the food; Heavenly beings eat by just visualizing
eating the food; At the Fourth Emptiness Heaven, eating takes
place at the sub-conscious level.

The Karmic retribution of all kinds of ghosts and spirits
are due to the causes and conditions of their delusive actions.
“When delusions arises, offences are caused leading to Karmic
results.” We must understand that by doing good, happiness
follows us; by doing evil deeds, calamities will come to us.
Those who do not want to be reborn as a ghost should stop
doing actions done b gho§ts.
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All Ghost and Spirit-Kings possess great spiritual pow-
ers and are capable of causing suffering to human beings.
Through such spiritual powers they could also control witches
and evil-minded occultists. They could also influence and
ensnare those spiritual aspirants who practise the wrong
spiritual paths into committing evil and wrong-doings.
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They could overcome all deviant thoughts, views, arts
and witch-crafts, and spiritual cultivation. They could also

protect the good and eliminate the evil-doers. Those who
speak and argue without good reasons are demons reborn.
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They do no realize nor appreciate the goodness of your
kind deeds and sacrifices; instead they will demand and ex-
pect more from you and can never be contented.

Why is this so? It his due to the many kalpas of deep-
rooted karmic delusions.
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The Ghost and Spirit-Kings as mentioned in the
Shurangama Mantra, and their retinues of followers, together
with the Heavenly Army and Generals etc., are positioned at
the 10 Directions -- in order to protect and safeguard spiritual
practitioners as well as the holy places.
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All the Ghost and Spirit-Kings as mentioned above, are
quite alike human beings with ‘ souls’. No doubt human

beings are often afraid of ghosts, but actually, there is not
much difference between them.
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G‘hosts lived in the Yin world (supramundane) while
human beings lived in the Yang world (mundane). Yin and
Yang are complementary and are not separated by bound-
aries. However, ghosts are full of greed, hatred and stupid-
ity. Comparatively, human beings are more contemplative
and wise.
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As such, ghosts have Yin energies while human beings
and animals have Yang energies and physical form. Why do
they have physical forms? It is because of desires, attach-
ments to the 5 Turbidities: Sensual forms, Emotional love,
Thoughts, Practices and Volitional thoughts.

® 43 @

§oy ofs wy mhy wf oy oy ods mdy miy o sy iy sy oy o o =y iy e

A =08 =La =ty nfy mn iy =ty =y =y =y =y =y g =y =y ey =y =y = =y =g =y =y =y =y = 5 = = = = =

2




o THE VENERABLE HASTER ESUAN HUA'STALES ONGROSIS @ e LAk f@

| P}

XA ERMER S EERE SNEE
EixH. BARANER, sEARANER. =
ﬁémm$%—¢,ﬁéw£ﬁ2£%%ﬁ%

These 5 Turbidities are like nets that trap and cloud our
original human nature, where the Sun's Yang energies and
the Moon'’s Yin energies are present. Yin and Yang are sup-
posedly to be complementary but are now separated by the 5
Turbidities.
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Human beings are deluded by the 5 Turbidities while
Ghosts are also deluded and entangled by the 5 Turbidities,
floating and sinking in the Sea of Karmic Retribution: Life-
Death, Death-Life (born (Life) -- Rebirth(Death), again and
again. Then alive as a human being, when dead as a ghost.

However, if we are able to sultivate, we will not be re-
born as ghosts. When there is progress in spiritual cultiva-
tion, Buddhahood, Bodhisattvahood or Arahanthood can be
attained. D
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If the 5 Precepts are upheld and the 10 Wholesome Deeds
are practised, rebirth will be in Heaven as a Deva. The 5 pre-
cepts are : No Killing, No Stealing, No Sexual Misconduct, No
False Speech and No Intoxicating Drinks or Drugs. To ab-
stain from killing is to practise compassion. To abstain from
stealing is to practise righteousness.
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To abstain from sexual misconduct is to be a true and
honest gentleman. To abstain from false speech is to be trust-
worthy. To abstain from intoxicants to avoid wild
misbehaviour. Those who committed killing will be reborn
with a short life. Those who committed stealing will be re-
born as a pauper. Those who committed sexual misconduct
will be reborn as pigeons and mandarin ducks.
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Those who are reborn as sparrows are the results of their
past karmic deeds; whereby moral values were breached and
the modesty of innocents were outraged. I used to tell this to
all of you, but still there are some who are not listening. I' m
not bored anyway, and I shall mention it again and again.
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Do not kill! Every Living being from beginningless time
could be one of my parents, spouses, relatives or friends.

When immoral or evil deeds were committed in the past,
such causes will result in being reborn as pigs, horses, cows
and goats. Hence, if you were to kill animals, you could be
indirectly killing your own past parents.
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Stealing means: “Do not do to others what you do not
like when done to you.” You do not wish to have your valu-
ables and things stolen or robbed off from you, so do not do it
to others first.
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In the law of Cause and Effect, sexual misconduct is the
most serious offence, especially to those married couples who
divorced and remarry. The karmic law of retribution explained
that at the time of death, the ‘ soul’ of body will be split into
2 pieces.

Because while alive one lives two separate forms of re-
lationship, upon death, the karmic retribution will appear like
a big saw separating the ‘soul' into two from head to toe.
While alive, how many times had one married? Upon death
the ‘soul’' will be “sawn” into that many parts.
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If one married for a hundred times, upon death, one's
*soul' will be “sawn” into a hundred parts, and will be dis-
tributed to everyone, a bit here a part there. And if one wish
to gather the ‘ soul’ back again as a whole, it will never be
easy. Even if one try for a hundred, thousand, million kalpas
(period of time), it will be difficult to be reborn as a human
being again.
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When such disintegration of one’s ‘ soul’ has taken place
it will become like the vegetation, which is devoid of emo-
tional feelings. When the “original nature” (‘ soul’ ) has been
disintegrated, it will not be easy to be reborn as a human
being again.

To be able to be reborn as a living being, for example as
a human, the ‘' soul’ can be transformed into 84, 000 types of
insects (reborn as). But to try to gather in all the 84,000 types
of insects is quite impossible.
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Insects normally will be reborn again as insects. Insects
do not possess the intellect of knowing how to get out of the
karmic process. That is why it is said: “When the human
body is lost, ten thousand kalpas the cost.” To all my be-
loved ones, if you have really understood its deep meaning,
how frightening you must be!
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